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required. In 2015, EWTA, the USFS For-
est Products Laboratory (FPL) and APA 
are collaborating on quantifying selected 
benchmark VOC emission levels from 
structural wood-based panels and engi-
neered wood products, as manufactured 
in North America.

APA, AWC and the Canadian Wood 
Council (CWC) also share the common 
goal of providing complete building 
solutions and improving the engineered 
value of our members’ products ver-
sus the non-wood competition. Future 
expansion of the building codes in 
North America to recognize wood frame 
construction opportunities beyond four 
stories is one example. �is goal includes 
not only coordination through the build-
ing code process but also the testing, de-
velopment and promotion of new wood 
solutions like podium and mass timber 
options to designers, speci�ers and 
builders. As an example, APA partners 
with WoodWorks, in both the U.S. and 
Canada, to deliver this message through 
their popular Wood Solutions Fairs.

Partnerships also provide the oppor-
tunity to o�er new or expanded services. 
In 2015, APA will also be expanding 
our in�uence in the Canadian code and 
regulatory community through partici-

ASSOCIATION FOCUS
Q&A with APA President Ed Elias

by Sheila Cain

t APA – �e Engineered Wood  
Association’s Annual Meeting  

 in San Antonio, Texas, in  
November, APA President Ed Elias spoke 
to the General Session attendees about 
the association’s recent activities and 
plans it has for the future. �e Engineered 
Wood Journal recently caught up with 
Elias and asked him to share more about 
APA’s partnerships, market segment 
focuses and trade missions. Here’s what 
he had to say.

   Engineered Wood Journal: 

You mentioned that APA has been  
working with several associations — 
including EWTA — on a number of issues. 
Which associations have you been  
partnering with, and what’s emerging? 

   APA President Ed Elias: 

Expanding strategic alliances are one 
pathway for the future success of this 
industry, but only if these partnerships 
support and leverage the goals of this as-
sociation more e�ectively than alternative 
approaches. APA has sought to identify 
partners who provide complementary 
strengths, common underlying culture, 
strong commitment and o�er �nancial 
stability. During 2015, several new initia-
tives are being implemented by APA in 
this regard.

For example, members of APA, the 
Engineered Wood Technology Asso-
ciation (EWTA), the American Wood 
Council (AWC) and the Composite 
Panel Association (CPA) share the 
common goal of reducing the risk for 
product challenges in the market place, 
o�en from regulatory constraints. �ese 
organizations have a much stronger col-
lective voice when topics such as product 
labeling for formaldehyde and other 
VOCs are being debated at state and 
national levels. We are able to coordinate 
the messaging and testimony during pub-
lic hearings and provide cost e�ciencies 
when lobbying or supporting testing is 

pation on the Technical Priorities and 
Strategy Committee of CWC. Addition-
ally, through access of the technical and 
promotional sta� of CWC in Ottawa, 
APA will expand services in the French 
Canadian language both in publications 
and response from our two respective 
help desks.

 
   EWJ: 

APA has been working hard this past  
year to develop and maintain markets. 
What market segments have been your 
focus, and what’s been accomplished?

   Elias: 

APA has an industry-wide Strategic 
Marketing Plan that is developed and pri-
oritized annually through our member-
directed advisory committee process. 
Strategic direction for market access and 
development as well as program metrics 
are provided in four major market areas: 
residential, nonresidential, industrial and 
international. �e following highlights 
only a few of the accomplishments 
against these many trade goals.

Protection of the single-family home 
wall sheathing market share at 80 percent 
has been of focus of the association for 
several years now and continues to be 
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APA President Ed Elias, left, visited USDA Forest Products Laboratory Assistant Director Mike Ritter at 
EWTA’s Info Fair in San Antonio, Texas, last fall.

EWJ_Spring_2015_final.indd   16 4/6/15   3:07 PM



17ENGINEERED WOOD JOURNAL • SPRING 2015

a high priority. On the defensive front, 
the Coalition for Fair Energy Codes 
(CFEC) was formed to address competi-
tive threats emerging for changes to the 
national and state energy codes. CFEC, a 
partnership between APA, AWC, EWTA 
and the National Association of Home 
Builders, has been successful in in� uenc-
ing over a dozen key states to ensure that 
they do not discriminate against wood 
products and systems as they adopt and 
revise current energy codes. During 
2015, key states such as Texas and New 
York are being targeted in this regard. On 
the o� ensive front, FPL and APA are also 
coordinating several research projects 
to analyze building envelope assemblies 
and develop recommendations for new 
designs that combine structural and 
energy e�  ciencies of wood-based wall 
assemblies for future promotion.

Several collaborative e� orts on market 
education also exist for engineered wall 
and � oor assemblies. In 2014, APA, the 
International Code Council (ICC), CWC 
and the Canadian Construction Materi-
als Center (CCMC) rea�  rmed through 

testing at APA the engineering design 
capabilities and design con� gurations for 
structural wood I-joists in both the U.S. 
and Canadian codes. � is information 
will be translated as revisions to AWC’s 
ANSI Standard for Seismic and Wind 
Design and promoted through their code 
directed seminars. Additionally, APA and 
the ICC jointly published a wall bracing 
guide that will continue to be distributed 
through a series of seminars presented by 
both organizations.

Fire resistant � oor assemblies built 
with structural wood I-joists and 
wood-based panels is another high 
pro� le market segment targeted by APA. 
Concern related to the � re performance 
of code-compliant wood assemblies is the 
threat addressed here. We have recently 
issued our new APA Systems Report 405, 
which provides � ve practical solutions 
that can be used by builders to comply 
with the requirements in the Interna-
tional Residential Code for single-family 
house construction. Our � rst webinar on 
this topic drew over 600 participants and 
SR-405 has been our most requested pub-

lication from the APA website, drawing 
more than 1,000 downloads during the 
� rst three months of its introduction. In 
2015, we will be expanding our promo-
tional program of literature, webinars and 
trade servicing with the goal of making 
it easier for designers, speci� ers, builders 
and � re� ghters to understand the merits 
of these systems. 

   EWJ: 

APA has spearheaded some trade missions 
into the international market. Explain the 
growth of these markets and the successes 
APA has realized. 

   Elias: 

Trade missions are an important compo-
nent of APA’s strategic direction in our 
international program. � ey provide an 
opportunity for APA member companies 
to meet with the distribution trade and 
speci� ers in targeted overseas markets. In 
2014, 15 member companies participated 
in 51 events in 16 countries overseas. 
� ese missions are coordinated across 
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the industry through partnerships with 
the Canada Wood Group, So�wood 
Export Council, Southern Pine Council 
and the American Hardwood Export 
Council. 

In 2014, more than $426 million of 
North American structural panel and 
engineered wood products were ex-
ported overseas; our second best year 
this decade. �is performance is all the 
more remarkable when viewed in light 
of the weakening economies of many of 
our targeted export destinations: Japan, 

Australia, Mexico, China and Russia. 
However, we are also seeing new oppor-
tunities in emerging markets of Korea, 
Central and South America and renewed 
interest in the Caribbean. Larger shares 
of OSB application are being reported in 
structural panel shear walls in Japan as a 
result of recent code expansion activities 
conducted by APA. �e application of 
radiant barrier sheathing is also being 
realized outside of North America, and 
the expansion of wood product assem-
blies in elder care facilities is taking hold. 

�e latter capitalizes on the longer spans 
a�orded by lightweight wood frame  
assemblies.

   EWJ: 

APA has always made it a priority to  
educate its members. How have changes 
to the APA website helped educate and 
guide new business to members?

   Elias: 

In October 2014, APA introduced our 
newly renovated website, www.apawood.
org. Financial support for this renovation 
included assistance from the USDA For-
est Service Forest Products Laboratory. 
A primary objective of this renovation 
has been to improve our ability to direct 
trade leads and inquiries for speci�c 
products directly to our appropriate 
members. �e site receives over 1.9 mil-
lion unique visits each year – over 5,200 
each day! Every aspect of this website is 
directed at the continued education about 
and speci�cation of APA trademarked 
material or redirecting the clients directly 
to our members’ individual websites for 
product procurement. And referrals to 
APA member sites from only one section 
of this site, www.performancepanels.com, 
set a new record this year, growing by  
56 percent.

A new feature on this website relates 
to technology transfer, and in particular 
projects prioritized and supported direct-
ly by contributions from the membership 
of EWTA. �e information here provides 
supporting technical information and 
tools that allows our members and their 
customers to have con�dence to design, 
specify and install APA trademarked 
product correctly and in compliance with 
referenced codes. �e information in this 
section is not restricted to APA research 
but also includes supporting material 
from our research partners. 

In closing, I look forward to work-
ing in partnership with the membership 
of EWTA, as we direct our combined 
energies towards the continued �nancial 
success of this industry.  

Sheila Cain (scain@engineeredwood.
org) is communications director of  
the Engineered Wood Technology  
Association and editor of its Engineered 
Wood Journal. 
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