
"Journal of Light Construction Show" in Massachusetts held in early April. 

NORTHWEST: This year, the Northwest chapter will be providing a seminar to fire and 
building officials. At the last meeting in November, 65 members attended. One goal for 
this year will be to set up a Risk Management seminar. 

SOUTH FLORIDA: The chapter's main concentration this year will be education. Three 
WTCA Truss Technician Training programs are scheduled in South Florida, and the chapter 
is going to subsidize a portion of each program. All Florida chapters donated 21 sets of 
trusses to Give Kids the World, totaling $110,000 worth of trusses. 

SOUTH NEVADA: The South Nevada chapter had a successful Risk Management Seminar on 
March 6, with 20 attendees, as well as a Truss Technician Training Program March 11-14. 
The chapter's focus this year will be on education, externally to building departments and 
internally for truss designers. 

TENNESSEE: The Tennessee chapter put on a Truss Technician Training course in 
Chattanooga, February 25-28, and it was a huge success. 

TEXAS: The Texas chapter finished its first full year in January, and has 51 members. It 
has been active in issues relating to the State of Texas Board of Engineering. This year, it 
plans to set up another round of seminars regionally, as well as a Truss Technician Training 
course and a Risk Management seminar. 

WISCONSIN: The Wisconsin chapter will give several educational programs in 1998.Three 
years ago, the chapter began approaching technical trade schools to provide educational 
programs, and while it was a bit slow at first, this seed that was planted is really starting 
to grow. Schools are now making requests to the chapter and adding truss educational 
programs to their agendas. 

WEST FLORIDA In April, the chapter will gather a group of fire officials to discuss wood 
trusses. In addition, the chapter will be providing CEU programs for the Building Official 
Association of Florida (BOAF) program in May. 

On FIRE 

WTCA and the Chicago Chapter 
have been working together to 
deal with the many 
misperceptions on the fire 
performance of engineered 
wood products in the Chicago 
market since July of 1997. We 



are mobilizing the chapter along 
with the wood I-joist groups to: 

1. Determine all the local problem areas that are fire related and all the local ordinances. 
2. Determine the impact of the state law on the labeling of buildings. 
3. Define all the educational opportunities and set up the appropriate seminars for either 
WTCA on fire performance of trusses or with John Bujalski on fire tactics and strategies. 
John's seminars will be independent of any that WTCA provides. 

Please call if you would like a copy of our board approved fire service education strategic 
plan. 

TPI Begins Its Consensus Standards Cycle 

In accordance with ANSI Procedures for the Development and Coordination of American 
National Standards, ANSI/TPI 1-1995 "National Design Standard for Metal Plate Connected 
Wood Truss Construction" must be reaffirmed, revised or withdrawn by the end of the fifth 
year (in other words by Feb. 15, 2000) from its approval. 

Also the Truss Plate Institute, in cooperation with WTCA, announces the initiation of new 
standards activity for BSR/TPI/WTCA 4-2000 "Responsibilities in the Design Process 
Involving Metal Plate Connected Wood Trusses." 

Those interested in national and international standards activities may contact ANSI's web 
site at www.ansi.org (click on catalog standards information). 

OSHA Alert 

We recently had one of our members call about an OSHA inspection that resulted in a 
$2,000 fine for cuts and abrasions that had occurred at its truss plant. The issue that was 
brought up was - "are there any good gloves that work in a truss plant or ways to reduce 
cuts that really work?" 

We put this company in touch with several companies that we felt could help. The 

http://www.ansi.org/

