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Tools for Your Trade

components industry.

BCMC* (p. 25)

Clark Industries* (p. 24)
Eagle Metal Products* (p. 16)
Eide (p. 13)

ITW Building Components Group Inc.*
(p. 23, 27)

Lakeside Trailer Manufacturing® (p. 19)
MiTek Industries, Inc.* (p. 2-3)

Monet DeSauw* (p. 28)

Panels Plus* (p. 26)

Qualtim, Inc.* (p. 16)

SBCA* (p.4)

Simpson Strong-Tie Co.* (p. 15)
Southern Pine Council* (p. 20)

Viking — Wall Panel Systems* (p. 21)

Wood Truss Systems, Inc.* (p. 19)

For more information about
our 2009 Program Advertisers
or advertising in general,
visit the SBC website at
www.sbcmag.info or call
608/310-6706.

These companies provide
significant sponsorship
of the structural building

Silver

A-NU-Prospect* (p. 16)

Finnforest USA*

Hundegger USA LC*

Masengill Machinery Company (p. 11)

Pennsylvania Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Co. (p. 8)

Bronze

Enventek, LLC (p. 17)
Hoover Treated Wood Products, Inc.
Precision Equipment Manufacturing
Stiles Machinery, Inc.

Wasserman & Associates, Inc. (p. 23)

Many thanks for their ongoing support!
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A look back on the main
events of 2009

See Ya, 2009. No Really,
You Can Leave Now!

by Steven Spradlin

g hesitate to say good riddance to a year that has been so personally reward-
ing for me. But from a business perspective, I can't wait to be done with
2009. No love lost. But before we put the year to bed, here are some industry high-
lights to look back on.

1. BCMC. Despite a bad year for business, nine people from my company made it to
Phoenix, from our office manager to truss and wall technicians to salesmen. Guess
what? They all took away something different. Here's what a few of them said:

“I now have a much better understanding of what SBCA is and what they do for our industry.”

“| found the green building session very informative; | learned how points differ between
rating systems.”

“I enjoyed the show as a salesman. The discussion groups were really eye-opening in that
we all seem to be sharing the same issues in these tough economic times. With +80% of
the market stick framed [in Arkansas], we can use more brainstorming communications with
peers to find ways to improve market penetration.”

Business

solutions
Groups

You can join a Business
Solutions Group for FREE!
Fill out the survey at
www.sbcindustry.com/BSG

“| enjoyed the opportunity to go through the different booths and see the
advances that are being made in our field. | also took advantage of a couple of
seminars and found them very informative. However | was surprised more people
didn’t take advantage of them.”

“The green building seminar was very informative. This has not taken off in our

& you’ll be added to a group.

area as quickly as it has in other parts of the country. So it was a great opportunity
to see what those who have more exposure to these issues have experienced.”

Q The nine people from my company took
nine different things away from BCMC
2009.

Q Stay connected with free Business
Solutions Groups courtesy of SBCA.

Q0 SBCA’s Component Technology Work-
shops are a great way for design profes-
sionals and building/fire officials to get
the most current information about our
industry.
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“I'm a wall panel designer. | was very impressed with seeing the software advances. It was
nice to see what we can look forward to in the future. | had never been to a BCMC before,
but it was very enjoyable.”

If you missed the show, turn to page 22 for the highlights.

2. Business Solutions Groups. They're ba-aaack! Join a group today and connect
with companies just like yours across North America. In this very tough year,
many of you told us you could use a peer group to exchange ideas and discuss
trials or successes. Fill out a simple survey and you'll be matched up with a small
group of non-competing manufacturers. For the first time ever, members of these
groups will be invited to a Summit at the BCMC Show in 2010. And it’s free! Sign

up at www.sbcindustry.com/bsg.php.

3. TTT Metric Level I. In person and online, SBCA has offered Truss Technician
Training for years. But it was originally written with standard measurements. Now we
have a version for folks in Canada and elsewhere in the world (basically everywhere)
where metric is used! Go to www.wtcatko.com/TTT1Metric for more information.

4. CEUs. Our goal is to have all design specifiers and building/fire officials come to
SBCA for their continuing educational needs. Why? Because then they get the
most current, up-to-date information on our industry! This year we have added
to our large collection with Component Technology Workshops that include
Overviews of Lumber, Metal Connector Plates, and Cold-Formed Steel Trusses.
Check out all our CTWs at www.ttw.sbcindustry.com/TTWAILphp.

Continued on page 8
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Editor’s Message
Continued from page 7

The articles in this issue are about look-
ing at our manufacturing processes from
many different angles. Technical O&A on
page 10 addresses ripping truss chords,
a practice that can significantly reduce
lumber strength. Look for SBCA member
Bill Bolduc’s primer on fabrication toler-
ances on page 18—hopefully his words
will inspire you to define your plant's
tolerance.

Finally, what do you do when a 100-year-
old silo loses its roof? Our cover story
answers the question, spotlighting a cre-
ative truss application brought to us by
framer-turned component manufacturer
Jason Blenker, Blenker Building Systems.
Check it out on page 14.

I'd like to end 2009 with a GREAT BIG
THANK YOU to SBC advertisers and
BCMC exhibitors. Your support of our
industry allows us to keep bringing servic-
es and programs to companies like mine.

Best wishes for a healthy, safe and joy-
ous holiday season. Join me in ringing in

2010! SBC

SBC Magazine encourages the participation of its
readers in developing content for future issues.
Do you have an article idea for a future issue or

r-) a topic that you would like to see covered? Email

* your thoughts and ideas to editor@sbcmag.info.

8 December 2009

PENNSYLVANIA LUMBERMENS MUTUAL
I NS URANCE C OMPANY

Since 1895, we’ve been insuring

companies and family businesses

Tomorrow... we'will do the same!

At PLM, we understand that you need an insurance company
with property and casualty insurance products and services
that you can trust.

For over 100 years, our experts have been providing quality claims
and risk management services to the lumber, woodworking and
building material industries. Remember, “you get what you pay for.”
We understand wood. We know your business... because it’s

our business too.

If you’re looking for quality and value from your insurance provider,
please contact the PLM Marketing Department at 800.752.1895
or log onto www.plmins.com.

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow... grow knowing you’re covered.

ik Swith

John K. Smith, CPCU
President and Chief Executive Officer

wood is all we do.

Pennsylvania Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Company
One Commerce Square, 2005 Market Street, Suite 1200
Philadelphia, PA 19103

SERVING CONTINENTAL uUuNITITETD STATES

¥) SEC staff Qould like
to \JIsb you & your femily
a safe & joyful holiday season!

Happy Nex? Year

For reader service, go to www.shecmag.info/pimins.htm

Classified Ads

THE P1GGYBACK® ADVANTAGE

Now, experience the PiggyBack® advantages!
Designed specifically for heavy-duty, field de-
livery applications. Models include: Princeton’s
giant PB80, versatile PBX, unique “4-Way”, or
more compact PB45 truck-mountable forklift.
To learn more, call Toll Free: 800/331-5851 or
email us at: sales@piggy-back.com.

Call 608/310-6729 to place your classified ad in SBC.
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The Future of Framing
SBCA Board of Directors

Officers & Executive Committee Reps.
* President: Steven Spradlin » Capital Structures Inc.
479/725-2112 » sspradlin@capstructures.com

* President Elect/Treasurer: Joseph D. Hikel * Shelter Systems Limited
410/876-3900 * joeh@sheltersystems.com

« Secretary: Steven L. Stroder ¢ ProBuild
303/262-8500 * steve.stroder@probuild.com

* Past President: Ben Hershey * Alliance TruTrus, LLC
602/252-1772 * bhershey@trutrus.com

» Kenneth M. Cloyd ¢ California Truss Co.
951/657-7491 » kenc@caltruss.com

* Dwight Hikel * Shelter Systems Limited
410/876-3900 * dwight@sheltersystems.com

* Frank B. Klinger * South Texas Truss Co. LLC
956/982-0744 * Iftcfbk@aol.com

« Joe M. Odgers * Superior Steel Components, Inc.
205/230-7027

At-Large Representatives

« Allen Erickson ¢ Cal-Asia Truss * 925/680-7701
* Greg Griggs * Stock Building Supply ¢ 919/431-1000
* David Horne ¢ Universal Forest Products, Inc. * 336/226-9356

Directors Representing Chapters

 Phil Adams ¢ Northwest Building Components, Inc. * 208/687-9490
 Keith Azlin « U.S. Components, LLC ¢ 520/882-3709
 Clyde R. Bartlett » Bluegrass Truss Company * 859/255-2481

 Jimmy Broach, PE. ¢ Atlantic Building Components & Services, Inc., *
843/565-3999

* Rick Cashman ° Florida Forest Products ¢ 727/585-2067

* Mark A. Casp * ProBuild East * 352/343-0680

 David A. Denoncourt * Beau-Trusses * 603/796-6200

« Jack Dermer ¢ American Truss Systems, Inc. * 281/442-4584

« Barry E. Dixon ¢ True House, Inc. ¢ 904/757-7500

« James C. Finkenhoefer * Truss Systems, Inc. * 770/787-8715
« John Hogan ¢ Vivco Components * 816/449-2161

* Lee Howe * ProBuild West * 503/357-2178

« Steven M. Johnson ¢ Nelson Truss, Inc. * 608/884-6141

* Michael Karceski * Atlas Components, Inc. ¢ 815/332-4904
* Taft Ketchum « PDJ Components, Inc. ¢ 845/469-9191
 Jesse Lohse * Rocky Mountain Truss Co. * 406/777-0210

* Glenn McClendon ¢ Sun State Components of Nevada, Inc. *
702/657-1889

« David Motter, PE. * Washington Truss Components
360/925-4155

« Richard P. Parrino * Plum Building Systems, LLC ¢ 515/327-0698
* Michael L. Ruede * A-1 Roof Trusses * 772/409-1010

* Gary Sartor * Stone Truss Company, Inc. * 760/967-6171

* Scott Ward  Southern Components, Inc. * 318/687-3330

» Stephen Yoder ¢ Stark Truss Co., Inc. * 330/478-2100

Associate Member Directors

* Thomas F. Whatley, Il » Eagle Metal Products ¢ 972/350-9807
 Steve Harms ° iLevel by Weyerhaeuser * 253/924-2700
 Keith Lindemulder ¢ Nuconsteel Corporation ¢ 940/383-0593
« Stanley K. Sias ¢ Simpson Strong-Tie. Co. * 925/560-9000

* Chad Ward ¢ Temple-Inland Forest Products ¢ 936/829-5511
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International Code Council Code
Development Hearings Update

The International Code Council (ICC) held its Code Development Hearing and Annual
Conference in Baltimore, MD October 24 — November 11. During this process, the
various ICC committees heard roughly 2,500 proposals for updates and changes to the
codes. The proposals being heard will form the updated ICC codes for 2012.

SBCA staff monitored the process closely and provided testimony on several
code proposals. In addition, SBCA Executive Director, Kirk Grundahl, served on
the ICC’s Structural Code Committee. The following proposals have a significant
impact on the our industry:

Residential Building Code Proposal 13 (RB13)

Summary: Restores the scope of the International Residential Code (IRC) to
include buildings up to 110 MPH. (Previously, the IRC scope was limited to
buildings up to 100 MPH in hurricane-prone regions.)

Status: Approved by the Residential Building Committee

Residential Building Code Proposal 96 (RB96)
Summary: Adds the Cold-Formed Steel Building Component Safety Information
(CFSBCSI) booklet as a reference in the steel floor and roof sections of the IRC.

Status: Approved

Residential Building Code Proposal 110 (RB110)

Summary: Adds language that allows sheathing joints on braced wall panels to
be connected to separate studs, which are nailed together. Previously, the abut-
ting sheathing panels were required to be fastened to a common stud.

Status: Approved

Residential Building Code Proposal 153 (RB153)
Summary: Modifies an applicability section for trusses to be more in line with
the scope of the IRC and the steel truss section of the code.

Status: Approved

Residential Building Code Proposals 154 & 156 (RB154 and RB156)
Summary: Both of these proposals delete the 175 Ibs. trigger for uplift connections.
They allow toe-nailed connections for up to 200 Ibs. (RB154) or 230 Ibs. (RB156).
Both proposals default trusses to the truss design drawings for uplift values.

Status: Both approved

Residential Building Code Proposal 31 (RB31)

Residential Building Code Proposal 31 (RB31) was introduced by the American
Forest & Paper Association (AF&PA), which would require one-half inch gypsum
on otherwise unprotected ceilings (unfinished basements) and provide an excep-
tion for conventional lumber. The modification was unilaterally supported by the
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and would have created a com-
petitive advantage for solid sawn lumber over components. Fortunately, SBCA
was successful in convincing the IRC Committee to disapprove this proposal.

The proposals approved by the ICC committees during the Code Development
Hearings will be heard at the 2010 Final Action Hearings. The items approved at
the Final Action Hearings will then be incorporated into the 2012 I-Codes. SBC

~correction:

The August 2009 Technical Q&A article, “Calculating Truss Uplift,” contained information
taken from a Technical Note on Cold-Formed Steel Construction published by the Cold-
Formed Steel Engineers Institute (TN L200-09). However, we neglected to credit CFSEI or the
primary author of this work, Sam Hensen, PE., (Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc.) for their work.
We apologize for the oversight and thank CFSEI and Hensen for calling it to our attention.
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2009 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any
affiliated association (SBCA) .
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