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Constitute a Truss Submittal Package?” It will be revised based on their 
feedback and posted online at www.sbcindustry.com/technotes.php.

Structural Building Components  
Association of Michigan
The featured topic for the Michigan Chapter’s spring meeting was codes 
and loads. With all of the activity at the national and state levels regard-
ing the commercial and residential codes, the members welcomed the 
chance to discuss the items that component manufacturers need to 
know. In addition to discussing the Michigan building codes, attendees 
were able to review the new Tech Note on the changes to the ICC code 
development process and how this affects component manufacturers. 
Following the meeting, members were polled for their input on changes 
specific to the Michigan code, including the status of the Roof Loading 
Data Sheet, and volunteers to attend the code review committee meet-
ings in Okemos, MI were sought to monitor any proposals that may 
adversely affect our industry.

Chapter members also voted to update the chapter’s name from 
Wood Truss Council of Michigan to Structural Building Components 
Association of Michigan. An updated domain will be secured for the 
website and the current site, www.wtcmich.com, will be redirected.

Truss Manufacturers Association of Texas
Texas Chapter members gathered at River Crossing Golf Club in Spring 
Branch in April for their annual spring golf tournament. Photos of the 
event are posted in the photo gallery on the chapter’s website at www.
tmatchapter.com. SBC

For more information about SBCA Chapters and how to become more involved, contact Anna L. Stamm (608/310-6719 or astamm@qualtim.com).  

Contributions to Chapter Corner, including pictures, are encouraged. Submissions may be edited for grammar, length and clarity.

SBCA – Arizona
Educational matters were high on the agenda at the Arizona Chapter’s 
April meeting. Members continue to work with the Structural Engineers 
Association of Arizona (SEAoA) and its local chapters on presentation 
and tour requests. A mailing to architects and engineers on the educa-
tion available from SBCA – Arizona is in the works. In addition, the 
chapter is working with staff on materials for specifiers that promote the 
benefits of using components.

Also in April, members and staff worked on a presentation for the City of 
Peoria on how to apply solar panels to roofs and how they should proceed in 
handling solar panel installation permits/approval. The county governmen-
tal agency overseeing the Phoenix area has asked local solar companies to 
work with SBCA to determine a best practices plan and possible testing that 
could be performed to assure best practices. This is an excellent example 
of how being proactive and involving SBCA on a local issue can produce 
results that will be applicable to communities across many states.

SBCA – New York
Continuing with its new practice of holding all chapter meetings online 
with SBC Connection, the New York Chapter welcomed staff member 
Ryan Dexter, P.E. as its guest speaker in April. The featured presenta-
tion was Design Responsibilities and TPI 1 Chapter 2, and a great 
discussion ensued on what the standard says and why all component 
manufacturers need to know. The idea of including a copy of the Design 
Responsibilities document with each contract was suggested, too, as 
one more way to record your expectations on a job. Also reviewed at the 
meeting was a Tech Note drafted at the chapter’s request, “What Should 
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the handling and disposal of combustible dust.

If passed, the legislation would force OSHA to issue a new 
rule on combustible dust, requiring manufacturers to comply 
with combustible dust standards created by the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA). These standards, which are 
currently voluntary, would become mandatory, and would 
significantly alter the way in which combustible dusts (like 
wood dust) will have to be collected and disposed.

In the previous Congress, the bill quickly passed through the 
House on a 247-165 bipartisan vote. Although the bill laid 
dormant in the Senate for the remainder of the 110th ses-
sion, Rep. Miller has reintroduced this bill in the new 111th 
Congress, and has vowed to get this measure approved into 
law as soon as possible.

Hire a New Housekeeper
The first thing you need to do is ascertain whether you have a 

documented housekeeping plan. If you have one, figure out if 
your current housekeeping measures would allow you to pass 
an OSHA inspection under the NEP guidelines. For example, 
is your sawdust clean up and disposal schedule broken down 
by shift, week, month and year? Does that schedule include 
not only sawdust collection around the component saws, but 
also around assembly tables, and on top of exposed light fix-
tures and ceiling rafters?  

“Another big issue was the use of compressed air to clean our 
equipment. This approach made the situation worse because 
instead of ‘cleaning’ we were actually suspending a lot of that 
dust in the air, which would then settle in other parts of our 
facility,” added the Midwestern manufacturer. If you must use 
compressed air to clean out hard to reach areas, it is better 
to first suction dust up with a wet/dry vacuum before using 
compressed air.

You must also have a designated smoking area for employ-
ees separate and distinct from any area where there is the 
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