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Northwest Truss Fabricators Association
The Northwest Truss Fabricators Association held its 25th Annual Golf 
Tournament in July. The guest celebrity was NFL star Manu Tuiasosopo, 
formerly with the Seattle Seahawks and the San Francisco 49ers. He 
provided great fun on one of the par 3 holes where each group had a 
chance to hit the golf ball with him and have pictures taken. In all we 
had 108 golfers, many walking away with some great prizes. It is always 
fun to get out and meet your fellow industry compatriots, and this day 
was no exception.

During this past year, our Northwest Chapter has accomplished many 
things. We were instrumental in helping the State of Washington 
Department of Labor and Industry write the new crane operator and 
crane truck certification rules. Our efforts paid off big time in reducing 
the requirements that were mandated by the legislature. Our association 
also put together a lean manufacturing event for those members who 
wished to participate. This event covered what is lean manufacturing 
and included actual lean manufacturing training and activities at par-
ticipating member locations. The members who participated all gained 
valuable increases in plant efficiencies. In addition, we provided three 
training sessions for different building jurisdictions and field inspec-
tors. During these sessions we trained the inspectors on how to use 
the WTCA’s BCSI-B3 Summary Sheet – Permanent Restraint/Bracing 
of Chords & Web Members in conjunction with truss layout and sealed 
truss engineering. The inspectors all learned a lot about truss bracing 
and were very thankful for the training. We as an association were able 
to have personal contact with these inspectors, which always goes a 
long way toward strengthening a better working relationship.

Also this year we have had several great guest speakers for our general 
membership meetings. Former Saturday Night Live producer Mr. Bill Satton 
presented “The Five Best Decisions the Beatles Ever Made” and tied it in 
with how we should use those five decisions in our business and lives. 
What an entertaining night that was! Mr. Matthew Gardner, an area econo-
mist with international ties, spoke on the current economic conditions and 

Chapter Spotlight
Bracing Education from  
WTCA’s Capital Area Chapter

by Al Lilley, Senior Building Inspector, James City Cty, VA

On behalf of everyone here in the James City County 
Code Compliance office, I would like to thank WTCA’s Capital Area 
Chapter team for their help and generosity in conducting a workshop 
for our inspectors. Trish Kutz of WTCA was very accommodating 
when I called to get information and materials regarding wood truss 
issues. She made the necessary calls to put this together. Robert 
Dayhoff with Shelter Systems Limited conducted the workshop at 

our office and provided 
a very helpful presenta-
tion custom tailored to 
our needs. This kind of 
service is greatly appre-
ciated by everyone in 
our industry. We hope 
to get Robert back for 
another workshop in the 
near future. Thanks to 
everyone involved for 
your support and gener-
osity. SBC

For more information about WTCA Chapters and how to become more involved, contact Anna L. Stamm (608/310-6719 or astamm@qualtim.com) or Danielle Bothun 

(608/310-6735 or dbothun@qualtim.com). Contributions to Chapter Corner, including pictures, are encouraged. Submissions may be edited for grammar, length and clarity.

Chapter Highlights
California Engineered Structural  
Components Association
This summer, the California Chapter continued its new practice of hold-
ing its meeting online via SBC Connection. The members have come 
to really appreciate the ease of attending chapter meetings as no travel 
is required, just a phone and an internet connection. 

High on the agenda at the meetings was the 
chapter’s success on the Safety Zone for Off-
Loading Components. Thanks to the develop-
ment time invested and beta testing done by 
chapter members, the complete line of Safety 
Zone materials was completed and made avail-
able in July. Now all members can improve 
safety at the jobsite, protecting themselves 
and their drivers at every delivery, by using 
the Safety Zone signage, laminated Guide to 
Creating a Work Safety Zone, and Safety Zone 
Delivery Inspection Report/Off-Load Inspection 
Report. Kudos to all involved!

Technical matters discussed at the summer chapter meetings included 
additional Technical Notes requested by chapter members, such as 
gypsum cracking and ridging, special inspections, and the Tech Notes 
on changes in the 2007 Supplements to the IBC and IRC that affect 
component manufacturers. The members also reviewed the chapter’s 
educational efforts, including truss plant tours for the Fire Technology 
program at Long Beach City Community College and the San Diego 
Miramar College Fire Technology program. In addition, a poll of mem-
bers was conducted on groups they would like the chapter to contact 
and educate through truss plant tours, and an action plan for contacting 
a targeted list of engineering, building official, and fire service groups 
was determined.

when to possibly expect things to turn around in the 
housing market. He was very entertaining and had a 
great sense of humor, so even his economics did not 
seem too dry. Next up, we will welcome Randy Goruk 
of WTCA’s Professional Leadership Academy to speak 
on “Leadership Essentials in a Down Market.” If you’re 
near Bothell, WA on November 12, please consider 
joining us for dinner and an evening among fellow 
truss industry friends.

Wisconsin Truss  
Manufacturers Association
In August, the Wisconsin Chapter held its Annual 
Golf & Fishing Outing. In the morning, a brief 
membership meeting was conducted that touched 
on several items including: an update on what to 
see at BCMC; the chapter’s education presentation 
for Arnold & O’Sheridan Consulting Engineers; a 
member’s experience with an OSHA inspection 
focusing on dust issues; and the latest news on 
Green Building and steps toward certification. After 
the meeting, it was off to the golf course and the 
lake for some friendly competition, and then back 
to the clubhouse for dinner (see photos).

WTCA – Northeast
This summer, the Northeast Chapter participated in the 2008 New 
England Fire/Rescue/EMS Expo, and by all accounts it was a big suc-
cess. Chapter members spoke with over 200 fire fighters and handed 
out Carbeck CDs and literature. Importantly, they also made some great 
contacts with training officers, and the chapter expects to do follow-up 
trainings in several localities. By request, they are also planning a dem-
onstration/tour, to be held in Massachusetts, that will clearly portray 
the effects of fire on a structure with equivalent loads. Thank you to 
everyone who supported the chapter’s participation in the Fire/Rescue/
EMS Show and especially to the folks who worked at the booth and on 
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The Code Compliance Officials of James City 
County, VA following the TTW presented by the 
Capital Area Chapter.

Brice Hereford and Brad Ferris at the New England Fire/Rescue/EMS Expo. 

For reader service, go to www.sbcmag.info/sl-laser.htm

Wisconsin Chapter members enjoyed a great day on the 
greens and over drinks.

Continued on page 34
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Nail the
opportunity
to build your 
wall panel
business.

sales@panplus.com / www.panplus.com  
Toll Free 866.726.7587

Help your builders save critical time 
and money. With Panels Plus® you’ll
build wall panels that build sales. 
Simple, reliable equipment – choices 
to fit your market:

• All-In-One Table – frame and sheath
(full production features in a compact
single-table system)

• Multi-Station Production Lines 
(ideal for production builders)

• Customized Production Lines 
(custom lengths to fit your unique
needs)

With Panels Plus equipment, you can
become your customers’ one-stop
source for components – and help
them survive in today’s tight markets.

Ask
about our

NEW
Component

Nailer

For reader service, go to www.sbcmag.info/panelsplus.htm

For over 100 years
we’ve been protecting

businesses just
like yours.

wood is all we do.

Pennsylvania Lumbermens
Mutual Insurance Company
One Commerce Square
2005 Market Street, Suite 1200
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Tomorrow
we’ll do 
the same.

At PLM, we understand that you 
need an insurance company with 
property and casualty insurance        

products and services that you 
can trust.

For over 100 years, 
our experts have 

been providing 
quality claims and risk 

management services to 
the lumber, woodworking 

and building material 
industries. Remember, “you get 

what you pay for.” We understand 
wood. We know your business... 
because it’s our business too.

If you’re looking for quality 
and value from your insurance 
provider, give us a call.

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow...
grow knowing you’re covered.

John K. Smith, CPCU
President and Chief Executive Officer

John Smith

For more information, please 
contact the PLM Marketing
Department at 800.752.1895
or log on to www.plmins.com.
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the educational presentations: Kirk Grundahl of WTCA, Brice Hereford of FastenMaster, Chris 
Smith of LaValley Building Supply, Jeremiah Longe and Cregg Smith of Wood Structures, John 
Goodrich of Truss Engineering Corporation, and Brad Ferris of S.R. Sloan (see photo). The 
chapter has already booked its booth space for the 2009 New England Fire/Rescue/EMS Show!

This year, the chapter has been spending its resources educating building and fire officials and 
improving communication, and the fall was no exception. In October, it hosted a booth and 
provided two seminars at the Eastern States Building Officials conference at UMass—Amherst. 
They hope to do more with building officials and fire training officers in the coming year, too, 
and chapter members are encouraged to propose additional groups and programs to be added 
to the educational schedule. SBC

When you invest in machinery you require a return on your 

investment. Weinmann automated production solutions from 

Stiles Machinery deliver on that return with the promise of a 

sensible investment. In today’s market, automated solutions

are providing panel and truss manufacturers the ability 

to remain competitive with the flexibility to grow as their 

business requires. Stiles and Weinmann offer the proven 

machinery design and implementation experience you expect 

from the leaders – a partnership that will quickly impact your 

bottom line and return on investment. Learn more about how 

to employ the promise of sensible automation.

For more information, contact Michael Miller,

Director of Building Automation, at 616.698.7500

or mmiller@stilesmachinery.com or visit

www.stilesmachinery.com.

WHP 100 Robotic Material 
Handling Portal

materials and feeds saw

the next level

and parts per shift output

WBS 120-High Speed
Linear Sawing Machine

range of cutting and marking 
required by today’s truss and 
panel manufacturer. 

excess of 40’ 

sensible
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2008 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
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The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any 
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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