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aterial handling doesn’t end when components leave the shop. Truss and 
component handling is also a factor on the jobsite—a factor that presents 

some often overlooked safety and risk issues. 

For this reason, WTCA and its California Chapter (CalESCA) have joined forces to 
address the risks of delivering building components to the jobsite. In fact, it was 
news of a jobsite accident that compelled the chapter to come up with an idea to 
reduce accidents and injuries at the delivery site. The Safety Zone concept was cre-
ated to provide an industry-wide improved approach to designating a safety zone 
for off-loading trusses at a jobsite.

Beginning in June, Safety Zone (SZ) materials became available through WTCA. 
There are three SZ products for use by delivery drivers. Here is a hypothetical sce-
nario of how a component delivery driver should use them.

1.  The component manufacturer’s delivery driver pulls into the jobsite. Depending 
on the type of delivery (roll-off, boom/crane or forklift), the driver reviews and 
follows the safety steps outlined in Safety Zone Guide to Creating a Work 
Safety Zone, a laminated full-color guide.

2.  The driver sets up Safety Zone Signs at critical locations on the jobsite, following 
the diagrams shown in the Safety Zone Guide. The sandwich-board style signs 
measure 22x26 and are weather-proof. Four to five signs per jobsite is typical.

3.  The driver reviews the Safety Zone Delivery Inspection Report/Off-load 
Inspection Report, a single sheet on a 50-sheet pad that serves as a checklist of 
important, proactive tasks for the driver to complete at each delivery. He/she fills in 
details of the delivery and job on the top section of the form, communicating with 
the jobsite foreman and inspecting the load prior to off-loading components.

4.  The driver carefully off-loads the material.

5.  The driver completes the Safety Zone Delivery Inspection Report/Off-load 
Inspection Report, which includes taking digital photos of the off-loaded com-
ponents and noting any other pertinent details of the delivery. He/she keeps a log 
of inspection reports or files them in the manufacturer’s office. 

CalESCA members have been using the Safety Zone materials for many months, testing 
the procedures on various jobsites. “When we pull up to a jobsite and set out the Safety 
Zone signs, the workers on the jobsite are amazed at the amount of room required for 
unloading our 48' roll-offs. The signs have definitely improved safety at the jobsite and 
we will continue to use them,” said Gary Sartor, CalESCA Chapter President. 

If you would like to order the Safety Zone signs and documents, call 608/274-4849 or 
email pubs@qualtim.com. Now is the time to implement your jobsite Safety Zone cul-
ture and literally create a zone of protection for all involved in jobsite deliveries! SBC
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Reduce risk and increase safety 

on the jobsite with Safety Zone.

❑  Safe delivery and off-loading practices are 
an important part of material handling. 

❑  Safety Zone products from WTCA are 
designed for delivery drivers to use as 
safety and risk management tools on 
the jobsite. 

❑  The Safety Zone Delivery & Off-load 
Inspection Reports help drivers to docu-
ment critical information about compo-
nent delivery.
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to be a place where CMs can speak freely with one another while comparing 
notes and sharing strategies, without the “competition” factor coming into play. 
You are sure to learn a lot from your peers, just as they are sure to learn a lot 
from you. 

“We believe exhibitors and attendees alike will benefit from coming to the show 
and immersing their teams in a week of connecting with others and building 
passion for advancing the industry,” shared BCMC Education Committee Chair, 
Steve Stroder. “I can’t think of a better way to keep the economy headed in the 
right direction than to be here investing in our future.”

So don’t sell yourself short by skipping the biggest event of the year. Discover 
the lifeline that awaits your business at BCMC. SBC

For more information or to register for BCMC, visit www.bcmcshow.com.

The Safety Zone concept was created to provide an industry-wide improved 
approach to designating a safety zone for off-loading trusses at a jobsite.

New WTCA Members
REGULAR MEMBERS
Empire Building Products & Distribution, LLC
PO Box 373
Syracuse, NY  13206
315/463-4557
Ms. Christina Bauer

Custom Components of Eagle River Inc.
PO Box 997
Eagle River, WI  54521-0997
715/479-3348
Mr. Glenn Schiffmann

Georgia Truss LLC
2384 Murphy Blvd
Gainsville, GA  30503
770/534-8164
Mr. Ronald Gipson

Precision Structural Components
PO Box 690385
Houston, TX  77269
713/569-9009
Mr. Ibrahim Elsamahy

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Packer Engineering, Inc.
1050 Highland Dr Ste B
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
734/786-5000
Mr. Edward Tuczak

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates
330 Pfingsten Rd
Northbrook, IL  60062-2003
847/272-7400
Ms. Penny Sympson

Listing as of 7/9/08. 

For more information 
about WTCA membership, contact Anna 
(608/345-4983 or astamm@qualtim.com) 
or visit www.sbcindustry.com. 

“ The signs have definitely improved “ The signs have definitely improved 
safety at the jobsite and we will safety at the jobsite and we will 
continue to use them.” continue to use them.” 
    —Gary Sartor, WTCA's California Chapter President—Gary Sartor, WTCA's California Chapter President
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