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t might surprise you to be reading about lightning safety and structural 
building components; however, lightning can affect any and all of your busi-

ness operations, inside and out. And, with more than 100,000 thunderstorms a year, 
it’s a good idea to be prepared for the hazards lightning can present.

Lightning can strike anywhere. As a matter of fact, the National Weather Service 
estimates that there are 25 million lightning flashes each year. Annually, these 
numerous flashes cause property damage in excess of one billion dollars and are 
also responsible for an average of 73 deaths and countless injuries. In addition, 
lightning can develop at any time during the year, even though many of us associ-
ate thunderstorms, the main source of lightning, with spring and summer. In south-
eastern states like Florida, where it’s warm and humid much of the time, lightning 
strikes even more frequently. 

Staying Safe Outside
It’s likely that at least part of your daily operations 
require some of your employees to go outside, 
even if your main manufacturing areas are located 
inside. From stacking bundles of finished trusses to 
retrieving lumber for the next job, if your employ-
ees leave the safety of their shelter, a lightning 
strike is possible. So whether your employees 
spend the majority of their time outside or only 
leave the building every now and then, it’s impor-
tant to monitor weather conditions. And if you live 
in a particularly storm-prone area, you might con-
sider purchasing a portable weather radio. They are 
often inexpensive and provide the most up-to-date 
storm information for your area. (Several websites 
also offer regular weather updates, see inset.)

It’s also important to remember that lightning doesn’t only strike where it’s raining! 
The National Weather Service reports that lightning can strike up to ten miles away 
from an area of rain. Thunder and lightning, however, usually go hand-in-hand. 
And, since most humans can hear thunder roughly ten miles away, encourage your 
employees to report thunder when they hear it closing in. 

Most importantly, if someone at your facility gets struck by lighting, get emergency 
medical help immediately! Several very serious medical conditions can occur when 
lightning strikes a person including burns, nerve damage, cardiac arrest and other 
cardiac irregularities. And, contrary to some old wives’ tales, people who have been 
struck by lightning do not carry an electrical charge and are safe to touch.

Power to the People
Beyond the potential for structural damage to the outside of your building, lightning 
can also wreak havoc on the inside! A direct lightning strike to your building (or 
an indirect strike to a power source nearby, such as a transformer) may cause a 
power surge. These instantaneous spikes in voltage travel rapidly through electri-
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Don’t let lightening 

strike you out.

❑  The National Weather Service esti-
mates that there are 25 million lightning 
flashes each year.

❑  Burns, nerve damage and cardiac arrest 
can happen when lightning strikes 
someone.

❑  Invest in surge protectors to protect 
computers and other electronics for 
power surges.
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The Weather Channel 
www.weather.com 

Weather Underground 
(also offers Wunder Radio, 
a listing of online NOAA 
Weather Radio stations): 
www.wunderground.com 

National Weather Service 
www.nws.noaa.gov/

Intellicast 
www.intellicast.com

AccuWeather 
www.accuweather.com
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Safety Scene
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cal wiring, cable and phone lines and can damage or destroy 
your phones, computers, manufacturing equipment and other 
electronic devices. 

Thankfully it’s fairly easy, and in the long run inexpensive, 
to protect your equipment! An effective surge protector will 
“divert” the excess voltage created by the power surge away 
from your equipment and prevent it from becoming damaged. 
A common misconception is that all “power strips” are also 
surge protectors. Unfortunately, not all power strips are cre-

ated equally. Here are few things to look for when purchasing a 
surge protector for your company’s various electronic devices:

•  Price: If it’s cheap, say, less than $10, it’s probably not 
going to offer very much protection. Plan to spend at least 
$25 or $30 for minimum capabilities.

•  Function: You won’t need all of the bells and whistles to 
ensure you’re protected, but look for a model that has an 
indicator light so you know if/when your surge protector is 
functioning correctly.

•  Underwriters Laboratories (UL) Ratings: Look for surge 
protectors that have a UL listing. Specifically hone in on 
the models listed as “transient voltage surge suppressors”; 
these surge protectors have to meet UL’s “minimum per-
formance standard” and offer much better protection than 
non-UL listed models.

•  Multiple plug-ins: Surge suppressors may also include a phone 
jack or cable plug-in. Specifically for computers, this kind of 
unit makes it easy to protect your PC from every angle.

Experts estimate that there are as many as 2,000 thunder-
storms occurring around the world at any one time. Moreover, 
there are roughly 100 lightning strikes every second! For a 
business, a lightning strike can be a costly natural disaster, 
from property damage to personal injury. The best protection? 
Be prepared. Safety first! SBC
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