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Parting Shots
Share your stories and photos with us! Send 
submissions to partingshots@sbcmag.info.

Nelson Truss, Inc. of Edgerton, WI supplied the roof trusses and I-joists 
for a 5000 sq. ft. custom home located west of Milwaukee. These intri-
cate intersecting radius trusses resulted from the customer’s desire for a 
dramatic ceiling design. 

“They consulted with us and the architect,” said general manager Steve 
Johnson. “After a number of attempts, our technician was able to make 
it all work.” Truss technician Trenton Houfe had never designed a barrel 
or radius truss before. 

One of the biggest challenges was due to the truss spans: one had a 20' 
radius and the other exceeded 14'. The radius trusses were constructed in 
18" segments. Houfe said, “We spent a while figuring out how tight we 
wanted to make the radius, because the tighter we could make it, the less 
field framing there would be.” This saved the builder a ton of time, labor and 
money, he noted. In the end, both Nelson and Houfe enjoyed the challenge 
and got a thumbs up from the builder. “We got a lot of compliments on it. 
The trusses went together really well on site,” Johnson said. SBC
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The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any 
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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