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SBCRI breathes new life
into the industry.

by Bob Becht

W hen I entered this industry many years ago, | never imagined that we would

be faced with such a revolutionary opportunity. Of course, I'm speaking of
the Structural Building Components Research Institute (SBCRI), built in Madison,
WI. Though it is not even one year old, the unique capabilities our industry now
has because it exists are boundless. It is no doubt a tough time for many compo-
nent manufacturers (my company included!), but it’s also an exciting time for the
industry because we’re standing on the cusp of learning some critical information
about the products we supply every day. | would like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to all SBCRI donors who have helped take SBCRI from concept to creation in
the last few years.
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The unique capabilities our industry now has because SBCRI exists are boundless.

(1 SBCRI is a one of a kind world-class test-
ing lab located in Madison, WI dedicated
to testing building components.

QO TPl and WTCA have committed to invest-
ing almost $2 million in the next several
years for industry testing projects.

0 Take advantage of your WTCA member-
ship by using the products and services
developed for component manufacturers.
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Selfishly, | have some things | hope are tested in SBCRI. This facility exists to
benefit the industry, and | encourage all of you to think of the things in your own
businesses that would be helpful to have more test data and analysis on. The only
limits on the possibilities of SBCRI are our own imaginations.

The industry testing done at SBCRI will be shared with the memberships of WTCA
and TPI. The funding of this testing will be jointly provided by these organizations
per the Joint Testing Venture Agreement finalized just a few months ago. Over the
course of the next several years, TPl and WTCA will invest almost $2 million in
targeted industry testing projects that will benefit our businesses and our products.
The financial commitments made by these organizations to SBCRI will provide the
industry with the unique opportunity to learn a tremendous amount about building
components that has not been an option in the products’ sixty years of existence.

If you haven’t already, check out more about the facility at www.sbcri.info, and
keep checking SBC for continual updates about the testing happening at SBCRI.

On a different topic, our industry has been challenged with record-low housing
starts for many months now. As we head into the building season, | hope you find
that there is some recovery happening in your market. If this is the case, remember
that WTCA is your #1 resource for educational training tools and technical resourc-
es. The article on page 20 provides an example of just how many options are avail-
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2008 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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