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New Program Spotlight:

WTCA QC Wall Panel

by WTCA Staff

. I he next “coming soon” from WTCA is geared for wall panel manufacturers
Quality control takes another step g 9 P

forward with the development of
the WTCA QC Wall Panel program.

O WTCA is developing a quality control

program for wall panels.

O WTCA Wall Panel QC is being modeled

after the quality control panel for roof
trusses, In-Plant WTCA QC.

1 A group of beta testers is providing feed-

back as the program is developed.
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interested in ensuring their products consistently meet a standard of qual-
ity. WTCA QC Wall Panel, a new quality control program created specifically for
wall panels, is currently in development and is set for release later this year.

Work on the program was started in November 2007, and was made a priority by the
WTCA QC Committee. When complete, WTCA QC Wall Panel will mimic the struc-
ture of the In-Plant WTCA QC program that is used by roof truss manufacturers.
The new program will be comprised of similar components such as product inspec-
tions, a comprehensive database with reporting and management benchmarking
tools, and plant certification.

“The idea for this program was driven by manufacturers with a desire to monitor
the quality of the walls they’re building,” said Tony Piek, WTCA QC project leader.
“And the certification is a way for them to differentiate themselves from those that
use traditional wall construction techniques.”

The program’s development process is being driven largely by user input. For
instance, currently a group of 12 wall panel manufacturer beta testers is running
through the inspection portion of the program and providing helpful feedback to
staff. Andy English from Lezzer Truss is one of those beta testers. “We have a
program currently in place that we shared with staff,” he said. “Other beta testers
also added input and the result is a more inspection version that will be quicker
and more efficient than our original process,” said the Curwensville, PA-based panel
designer and quality control “guy.”

The WTCA Wall Panel QC inspection process will include seven criteria:

= Dimensions

* Lumber

= Headers

= Bucks

= Placement of studs, top and bottom plate
= Fastener pattern

= Exterior wall sheathing

Piek said input from manufacturers has been critical to the creation of WTCA QC
Wall Panel because, unlike In-Plant WTCA QC which is based on the ANSI/TPI 1
design standard for metal plate connected wood trusses, no specific standard exists
for wall panels. “We’ve had a lot of help and direction from manufacturers in order
to meet their specific QC needs,” he said.

In addition to giving manufacturers a tool with which to measure and analyze qual-
ity, WTCA QC Wall Panel will also serve as a management tool for supervisors and
upper management. Piek noted that using the QC database, managers will be able
monitor the performance of different crews over a period of time and track improve-
ment. The goal is to provide a series of quantifiable benchmarks that will serve as
an early warning management information system. English said using a reliable
benchmarking tool such as this helps hold crews or shifts accountable. “When they
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3147 Alto-Mud Creek Rd
Cornelia, GA 30531-5102
706/776-6656
Mr. Rickey Mitchell

Engineered Truss Systems Inc
370 Airlinks Rd
Garden City, KS 67846
620/276-6999
Mr. David L. Donecker
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Custom Lumber
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For more information about WTCA membership,
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Cold-Formed
Steel Council

Be the individual who recruits the most new members to WTCA's
Cold-Formed Steel Council (CFSC) and be the 2008 #1 CFSC
Membership Recruiter. Hurry—this contest ends on February 15!
For details, go to www.cfsc.sbcindustry.com/memdrive.php.

know the product is being evaluated for specific aspects of quality, they’re more
conscious of their work,” he commented.

Within the next few months, Piek aims to have enough feedback from the
beta group to release a final version of the program. At that point, wall panel
manufacturers can order the program and start working towards the voluntary
plant certification. SBC

If you're interested in providing input in the development of this program, contact Tony Piek
at tpiek@qualtim.com.
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WTCA Board of Directors

Officers & Executive Committee Reps.

< President: Robert J. Becht « Chambers Truss, Inc. =
772/465-2012 = bob@chamberstruss.com

< President Elect/Treasurer: Ben Hershey < Alliance
TruTrus, LLC = 602/252-1772 = bhershey@trutrus.com

= Secretary: Steven Spradlin = Capital Structures Inc. =
479/725-2112 = sspradlin@capstructures.com

< Past President: Barry E. Dixon « True House, Inc. dba True
Truss = 904/757-7500 = barry@truehouse.com

< Kenneth M. Cloyd = California Truss Co. ® 951/657-7491
kenc@caltruss.com

= Dwight Hikel = Shelter Systems Limited = 410/876-3900 =
dwight@sheltersystems.com

< Frank B. Klinger = Mid-Valley Truss & Door Co.
956/428-7090 = Iftcfbk@aol.com

= Joe Odgers = Builders FirstSource/Bama Truss &
Components, Inc. « 205/669-4188 = joe.odgers@bldr.com

At-Large Representatives
= Dean DeHoog = Pro-Build = 616/677-3743
= Allen Erickson = Cal-Asia Truss = 925/680-7701
= David Horne = Universal Forest Products, Inc. = 336/226-9356
« John A. Smith = Foxworth-Galbraith Lumber Co. = 972/437-6100
= Mike Walsh = Stock Components = 919/431-1000
= Dave Walstad = U.S. Components, LLC - A Pro Build
Company = 856/380-3600

Directors Representing Chapters
= Phil Adams = Northwest Building Components, Inc. =
208/687-9490

= Keith Azlin = U.S. Components, LLC « 520/882-3709

= Bruce J. Bain = Richco Structures = 920/336-9400

= Clyde R. Bartlett = Bluegrass Truss Company =
859/255-2481

< Rick Cashman  Florida Forest Products = 727/585-2067

= Mark A. Casp = Casmin, Inc. « 352/343-0680

= David A. Denoncourt = Tibo Lumber Truss Manufacturers =
603/796-2974

« Jack Dermer = American Truss Systems, Inc. « 281/442-4584

= Simon Evans = Bay Truss Inc. = 510/232-0937

< James C. Finkenhoefer « Truss Systems, Inc. <
770/787-8715

= Joseph D. Hikel = Shelter Systems Limited = 410/876-3900
< John Hogan = Vivco Components = 816/449-2161

= David W. Hughes = Oregon Truss = 503/581-8787

= Michael Karceski = Atlas Components, Inc. « 815/332-4904
< Ted Kolanko, PE. 84 Components « 615/287-0184

< Chris Lambert = Southeastern Materials, Inc. « 704/983-1144

= Glenn McClendon « Sun State Components of Nevada, Inc. <
702/657-1889
< David Motter, PE. = Tri-County Truss, Inc.  360/757-8500
< Richard P. Parrino = Plum Building Systems « 515/327-0698
< Michael Redmon « Atlantic Building Components
& Services, Inc. = 864/859-9425
= Mark H. Rose = Manning Building Supplies = 904/268-8225
= Timothy Rouch = Gang-Nail Truss Co., Inc. « 559/651-2121
= Gary Sartor = Stone Truss Company, Inc. = 760/967-6171
= Jim Scheible = Automated Building Components, Inc. <
763/675-7376

= Steven L. Stroder = Carter-Lee Building Components Inc.

(A Pro-Build Company)e 317/834-5380
« James M. Swain = 239/850-6444
= Terry Tontarski = Fabco - Tontarski, Inc. = 315/782-5283
= Scott Ward = Southern Components, Inc. = 318/687-3330
= Stephen Yoder = Stark Truss Co., Inc. = 330/477-6676

Associate Member Directors
« Steve Cabler, PE. « MiTek Industries, Inc. « 314/434-1200
« Gary O’'Malley = Weyerhaeuser Company 253/924-2700
= Tawn A. Simons = Simpson Strong-Tie. Co. = 925/560-9000
= Chad Ward = Temple-Inland Forest Products = 936/829-5511
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2008 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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