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Parting Shots
Share your stories and photos with us! Send 
submissions to partingshots@sbcmag.info.

Pioneer Truss Company of Owensville, MO, used trusses to spread 
Christmas cheer at their local 1st Baptist Church. They created a four-tier, 
24-ft. tall platform out of pre-fabricated floor trusses that held 32 singers for 
their living Christmas tree performances at the church this holiday season.

This unique project came about because Pastor David Robertson 
had created a similar stick-framed platform at his previous church in 
California, and approached Chris Lenauer (owner of Pioneer Truss) with 
the idea to use pre-fabricated trusses. Chad Sieker was the technician 
who worked with Pastor Robinson to bring this tree to life. 

“The tree is rock solid,” commented Lenauer. “There is absolutely no move-
ment when you walk on it.” The fact that the tree held 32 singers without 

swaying an inch is certainly a testament to the structure’s stability. 

This unique Christmas tree isn’t all that Pioneer Truss has built for the 
church. The company recently built 24-inch deep floor trusses for a 
stage for the youth band, as well as a stair stepped truss for 8’x10’ 
bleachers for the youth room. Everything was made in eight-foot sec-
tions so that they can be easily taken apart and re-assembled. 

The tree was also made in sections so that it can be stored easily, as the 
church plans to bring it back to life each year. Thanks to the generosity 
of Pioneer Truss, the holiday season will be extra special for many years 
to come. SBC
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Dear Reader:
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The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any 
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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