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Parting Shots
Share your stories and photos with us! Send 
submissions to partingshots@sbcmag.info.

There’s no shortage of industry relics out there. Take, for instance, the old dust-
covered “scrapbook” that Glenn Gelatt of Space Coast Truss Inc. and president 
of SFTCMA has in his possession. Put together some time in the late 1960s by 
Gelatt’s father Marvin, the book contains historical gems such as a yellowed 
estimate sheet, hand-drawn truss drawings, and 8x10 black and white photos 
that tell an interesting story. 

As shown in these pictures, the equipment in this south Florida “truss plant” was 
installed on a cement slab before the facility was enclosed in 1966. Marvin, an 
architect by trade, supervised building of the plant at the time, and took special care 
to document the building process. But this facility was no run of the mill truss plant. 
In fact, it wasn’t a truss plant at all! Glenn explained that the property was owned by 

Sanford Industries, and the plant was built to demo Sanford equipment to prospec-
tive buyers. Outfitted with the now legendary Sanford roller gantry perfected just a 
few years prior to 1966, you can see that workers used the installed equipment to 
build the 106' clear span trusses. The long-span trusses were then hoisted and set 
overhead in three pieces. “When owned by Sanford, this facility was used strictly 
for machine demos; it wasn’t a fully operational truss plant,” Glenn told SBC staff, 
noting that the plant is now owned and run by a component manufacturer. 

When Marvin left Sanford for another job, he saved the scrapbook he had made 
years earlier and eventually passed it on to Glenn, who kindly lent it to a curious 
WTCA staff member who spotted it on his desk during a visit to Space Coast. 
Makes us wonder: what treasures do you have on your desk? SBC

40 Years in the Life of a Scrapbook
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The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any 
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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