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REPRESENTING THE STRUCTURAL
BUILDING COMPONENTS INDUSTRY

The stories of two
groups joining forces
to address common

legislative issues.

by Sean D. Shields \ - ' o

ks "..
hat do Shriners, NASCAR race coordinators and Florida component ' -
manufacturers have in common? I'm sure there’s a punch line there

—— somewhere, but the real answer is: not much. Yet, they all found themselves _ [
: " walking the halls of the Florida State Capitol Building simultaneously one day in
- 7 March. They all shared a common focus: building closer relationships with their ‘
state lawmakers and exercising their voice in the political process.

| The Shriners had their distinctive red fez hats. The NASCAR folks had their jump- 'sn't lt nll 0“'[ Timen
suits and torque wrenches, and the component manufacturers...well, they didn’t =
have a distinctive prop to announce themselves to others (nobody wore a hat made

of mini roof trusses, just in case you were wondering). They did, however, have their
size 13 footprint on their state’s economy to get attention, and they weren’t alone.

For the first time, component manufacturer members of WTCA joined with mem- llmk “l “iki“g Tﬂ lmnrﬂ“e

bers of the Florida Building Materials Association (FBMA) to participate in a Joint

~ Legislative Conference on March 28-29. Together, these two groups met with Yu“r Pl'llllll[:tilliw.

gI ance state lawmakers and talked about how some pressing issues were affecting their
combined industries and impacting Florida’s residential housing market.

r

at a
- W.TCA 'compo-nent .m.anufactur_ers “| said before the conference that | was excited to see what WTCA and FBMA
joined with Florida Building Materials

Association (FBMA) to participate in a .could .do when they bro.ught thelr.complementary strengths together in goordlﬂat-
Joint Legislative Conference. ing this conference,” said Barry Dixon (True House, Inc.). “They didn’t disappoint,
this was truly a great experience and a testament to the excellence of these two

U i tio
- The t_Wo groqps met with _State Iav_vmakers associlations. Continued on page 54
to discuss issues affecting their com- o VS
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bined industries and impacting Florida’s . . ~
...this was truly a great experience

residential housing market.
___and a testament to the excellence of . . 1-801 3
| IWICA and FBMA staff created taking Y5> . these two assooiationsi? No Automation Manufacturer Drives
~ ~ ;

points for the members to use when - www.vikingeng.com

meeting with their lawmakers. =Barfy Dixon, 2007 WTCA PreSiq-:?.nt Mﬂfﬂ Nﬂﬂs. cﬂﬂfaﬂ US Tﬂday Fﬂr DE!&.”S! Employee owned since 1981
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Increase profits with
existing customers! .

While the technology of NO-BURN®
is complex, the concept is simple.
NO-BURN® eliminates the fuel needed for

a fire to burn. These fire retardants and
reactants are becoming very popular within
the structural building component industry.
Now is the time to get involved and start
increasing your profits.

Authorized No-Burn Inc.
representative to the
structural building

Capital components industry

Jay Leahy of ENAP with John Herring.
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Continued from page 52

The event kicked-off with dinner at the historic Goodwood
Plantation. As the name suggests, it was the perfect place
to meet with state lawmakers, eat local fried oysters and talk
about the important role the variety of building materials and
structural components play in the Florida economy. One of
the high-profile attendees was House Committee on Energy
Chairman, Bob Allen, who is sponsoring a $50 million ener-
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Replaces fire retardant decking

¢ Non-toxic, non-carcinogenic and inhibits
black mold growth

» Eliminates sprinkler systems in attics

e Eliminates FRT lumber in your plant

e No-Burn® products cost less than
FRT plywood & lumber

e 7-year builders mold warranty

N@-BURN'
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gy bill this session. Component
manufacturers and WTCA staff
had the opportunity to discuss
the Green Building initiative por-
tion of his bill and provided
the Chairman with new insight
into how these standards would
impact the housing industry.

“Attending legislative sessions
like this one is an easy decision
when you look at the cost ver-
sus benefit. These events help
our industry in many ways, a
fact that is reiterated constantly
through the positive feedback
| received from the legislators
and fellow manufacturers in
attendance,” said John Herring,
WTCA Past President. “It gave
me a chance to discuss today’s
market issues, property tax and
insurance reform, and hear where
several important leaders believe
Florida is headed in the future.”

The following morning, members
of FBMA and WTCA heard from
a wide range of Florida’s political
leaders on a variety of subjects
impacting Florida’s communi-
ties and future growth. First,
Representative Ron Regan dis-

“Attending legislative sessions like this one is an easy decision
when you look at the cost versus benefit. These events help
our industry in many ways, a fact that is reiterated constantly
through the positive feedback | received from the legislators

and fellow manufacturers in attendance.”
—John Herring, WTCA Past President

cussed property values and summarized a property tax bill
he has introduced in the Florida House of Representatives.
Then, Wade Hoping, a former Florida Supreme Court Justice,
warned the group about the disadvantages of the public peti-
tion process. In particular, he expressed his concern over a
petition regarding the “Hometown Democracy” constitutional
amendment.

Next, Secretary Holly Benson, head of the Florida Department
of Business & Professional Regulation, shared her insights

www.shcmag.info

on the challenges facing government .
agencies. By way of example, she shared [l II Clark Industries, Inc.

Since 1967-Monett, Missouri

how the legislature was considering a
bill creating a wind mitigation inspector
position. Assuming the law passes, her
department then has to go through a
six-month public rulemaking process to
establish exactly how the new law will
be carried out and enforced. That means
the inspectors wouldn’t be out in the
field until long after this year’s hurricane
season is through. She called on those in
the room to help educate homebuilders
on the wind load requirements under the
new building code.

& liabilities

Finally, Steve Seibert, Executive Director
of Florida’s Century Commission for a
Sustainable Florida, gave a very candid
presentation on the recommendations his
group has put together as they consider
the future growth needs of Florida over the
next 25 to 50 years. He asserted that the
most basic objective of the commission
was to take a non-political, science-based
look at Florida’s economy, demographics
and infrastructure as well as find a way to
balance development versus environment.
To learn more about the commission’s rec-
ommendations, go to www.centurycom-
mission.org.

“We set out to try this joint conference
between our two associations as a test,”
said Bill Tucker, FBMA'’s Executive Director.
“However, by the end of the event it was
so obvious we’ll do this again, that we’ve
started planning for next year and explor-
ing ways we can grow it.”

After the morning session, component
manufacturers and building material deal-
ers met with their lawmakers, and they
were well-equipped for the task at hand
with a little help from their associations.
WTCA and FBMA staff created a series
of talking points for attendees to use dur-
ing their visits. Some of the pertinent issues impacting the
industry in 2007 include: affordable property and casualty
insurance, property taxes, impact fees, affordable workforce
housing, and workmen’s compensation insurance reforms.

Component manufacturers also went armed with a Florida
map that indicated where every manufacturing location
in Florida is, as well as 2006-2007 data on total industry
employment, wages and sales. These maps gave lawmakers
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So, your company has invested in...
Automated Component Saws, Laser Projection Systems,

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR NEW AUTOMATED HORIZONTAL STACKING SYSTEM!

« Design minimizes wear & maintenance
« Reduces truss handling labor, damage,

- No hydraulics, fully electric
- Stacks to both sides of conveyor

= z = o - : i.fi” E ‘ :
[ (2,3,4, ormorestacks) 7‘%""
vs. hydraulic-

« Lower operati
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Automated Jigging Tables,
...and you're STILL manually stacking your trusses?

Left: Representative Ron Regan
discussed property values and
summarized a property tax bill
he has introduced in the Florida
House of Representatives.

Right: Wade Hopping, Executive
Director for the Coalition of
Coalitions, warned the group
about the disadvantages of the
public petition process.

Left: Secretary Holly Benson, head of
the Florida Department of Business
& Professional Regulation, shared
her insights on the challenges facing
government agencies.

Right: Steve Seibert, Executive
Director of Florida’s Century Com-
mission for a Sustainable Florida,
gave his group’s recommenda-
tions for the future growth needs of
Florida over the next 25-50 years.

a valuable snapshot of the industry and that size 13 economic
footprint mentioned earlier. It also served as a good starting
point for each discussion between the manufacturer and the
lawmaker as they began the relationship building process.

“We started out talking about the issues, which was impor-
tant, but we quickly moved on to talking about the changes
we’ve both witnessed in our hometown of St. Petersburg,”
said Rick Cashman (Florida Forest Products) on his visit with

Continued on page 56
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D=SBSS and speed up
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Set up yaur;fgg!ng at the speed of light

ir '-+ controlled work flow
Detailed reportlnga» daily labor evaluation
Simplified h‘UIldJﬂ -+ reduced labor training
Increased ac;:uraw > fewer call backs
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“We set out to try this joint
conference between our two
associations as a test. However,
by the end of the event it was
so obvious we’ll do this again,
that we’ve started planning

for next year and exploring
ways we can grow it.”

—Bill Tucker,
FBMA Executive Director
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Rep. Heller. “We found we knew some of
the same people and shared some similar
hobbies. We ended up talking for forty
minutes, so it was a great start to that rela-
tionship.”

The WTCA/FBMA Joint Legislative
Conference in Florida was the first of its
kind, and was a huge success. It served
as a good test for future state-level legisla-
tive conferences and for building additional
working partnerships with other state build-
ing material dealer associations. If you have
interest in doing this in your own state,
contact WTCA staff at 608/310-6728. SBC

Above Left: (I to r) Sean Shields of WTCA
Staff, Rick Cashman of Florida Forest
Products and Bob Hoffman of Bouchard
Insurance.

Above Right: (I to r) Mark Rose of Manning
Building Supplies, Inc., John Smith of PLM
Insurance, and Don Magruder of RoMac
Lumber.
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©2007 Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. ITS07

Now you can install |-joists with a top flange hanger that doesn’t require

joist nails. With the new ITS, just slip the joist into the hanger, step on
it to snap it into place, and move on. And since it's designed for the
loads you need, you don't have to sacrifice performance for installation
speed. The ITS from Simpson Strong-Tie® helps your crews work faster.
Just tell them to step on it.

Call 1.800.999.5099 to speak with a Simpson representative
or visit www.strongtie.com.

For reader service, go to www.sbcmag.info/simpson.htm
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Plant tours bring it all home.

You can make a lasting impression...

RESEARCH"
INSTITUTE

The ObjeCtive of opening your plant is Participants in the 2007 SBC Legislative Conferece in

to familiarize legislators and building industry Washington, DC witnessed the power of plant tours at work:

professionals with the manufacturing processes “During all my previous trips to DC for past legislative conferences, |
never met with my Congressman, Rep. Jon Porter (D-NV). However,
after we got him out on a plant tour late last year, he made certain he

SB
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for structural building components. Tours pro-
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vide an in-depth look at a business that designs, had time to sit down and talk with me face-to-face this year.” YO U I R E I N V I T E D I
manufactures, delivers, supplies, handles and —Glenn McClendon, Sun State Components
provides technical support for these products “This was the second time | met with the same senior legislative aid in § THE SBC RESEARCH INSTITUTE WOULD LIKE TO CORDIALLY INVITE YOU

Senator Isakson’s (R-GA) office. Not only did he remember me, he prom-

] ) ised to make an effort to come and visit my plant with the Senator soon.”
sector of the business community. —Jim Finkenhoefer, Truss Systems
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and services, and represents an important

TO ATTEND THE GRAND OPENING OF THE NEW TESTING FACILITY
LOCATED AT THE WTCA OFFICES IN MADISON, WI.

THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2007

12:30 pm - 1:30 PMm LUNCH
1:30 pm - 2:00 PMm OPENING CEREMONY
2:00 pPm - 5:00 pPm OPEN HOUSE

TAKE A TOUR OF THE FACILITY AND SEE LIVE
SYSTEM TESTING DEMONSTRATIONS!
PLEASE RSVP

WTCA STAFF WILL ASSIST WITH DETAILED INFORMATION.
YOU MAY ALSO REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.SBCRI.INFO

V.

“l gave my lawmakers a presentation on why they need to come and
] take a tour of our new manufacturing facility; it was well received. I'm
successful plant tour, contact Melanie looking forward to walking them through our facility and building even

(608/310-6720, mbirkeland@qualtim.com) or stronger relationships with these guys.”
Sean (608/310-6728, sshields@qualtim.com). —Brian Johnson, Structural Technologies

DAPTABILITY!

These customers all had a VISION for equipment

For more information about hosting a

e | SR RAANE | Bl

|

A SBC RESEARCH INSTITUTE
me 6300 ENTERPRISE LANE = MapIsoN, WI 53719

608/274-4849

Our Design and Manufacture

e e WWW.SBCRI.INFO TRUSS PLATE INSTITUTE
I
[ | "To advance the industry’s goal of developing a fresh body of knowledge that
g g will add new value to the industry and lead the next generation of growth."
| Equipment to meet their needs! Y o o .
- ' Kal Lumber : : - -
Truss Builders Thank you to our SBC Research Institute sponsors for helping foster this new age for the industry.
See our latest vision at WWW.KLAISLER.COM: Alliance TruTrus, LLC — Tolleson, AZ Distribution Open Joist 2000 Canada Southern Nevada Component Manufacturers Association
Automated Building Components, Inc. — Chetek, WI Dow Chemical Stock Building Supply; Inc.
KLAISL (ELErnm Automated Building Components, Inc. — Sharon, W Eagle Metal Products Sun State Components, Inc. — North Las Vegas, NV
800, 'ﬂﬂi'.ff?ﬁ"lé’%ﬂ Automated Building Components, Inc. — Montrose, MN Finnforest USA-Engineered Wood Division Tri-County Truss — Burlington, WA
PHONE: 877-357.3898 Best Homes, Inc. & the Arquilla Family — Hazel Crest, 1L Hilti Inc. Tri-County Truss — Longview, WA
Blenker Building Systems, Inc. — Amherst, Wi iLevel-Trus Joist Commercial True House, Inc. — Jacksonville, FL
Y ‘ Bluegrass Truss Company — Lexington, KY International Paper Truss Manufacturers Association of Texas
o u r VI s I o n I s o u r d es I g California Engineered Structural Components Association Minnesota Truss Manufacturers Association Truss Systems, Inc. — Oxford, GA
California Truss — Perris, CA Nelson Truss, Inc. — Edgerton, W USP Structural Connectors

Carpenter Contractors of America, Inc. — Belvidere, IL Stan & Kelly Sias Wisconsin Truss Manufacturers Association
CompuTrus Shelter Systems Limited WTCA—Kentucky
Dansco Engineering, LLC Simpson Strong-Tie Company Current as of 5/14/07

For reader service, go to www.sbcmag.info/klaisler.htm
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2007 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
and to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
tural building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
staying abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industry in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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