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DREAM. An Industry on the Move

“He who moves not forward,
goes backward”

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Q This issue acknowledges the design and
engineering advancements that sculpt our
ever-changing industry.

O Find out what component manufacturers
are thinking about WHD software.

QO Learn what you need to know about
WTCA's new testing facility in this issue.

QO See how two companies are stretching
the boundaries of component design to
create works of art.

10 May 2007

by Emmy Thorson-Hanson & Libby Maurer

T ime doesn’t slow down for anyone, and many people end up getting left

in the dust as the world around them is continuously changing. With
advancements in engineering and design constantly affecting the structural building
components industry, it’s important to stay on top of the most current information.
In that vein, SBC is here to make your life easier by delivering the most pertinent
and up-to-date information directly into your mailbox nine times a year. In this
issue, you have at your fingertips several articles that will get you up to speed on
what advancements are shaping our industry yet again.

Whole house design is a topic that’s been covered in our pages for several years.
Starting in 2004, we explained what a complete whole house design business model
would mean to component manufacturers. In his 2005 June/July Editor’'s Message,
WTCA President Kendall Hoyd approached the topic from the research perspec-
tive. In spite of all this coverage, it seems you haven’t grown tired of talking about
it. In fact, we recently conducted a One Minute Poll to see where you think this
elusive new technology will take us. Check out the results of this poll as well as
additional discussion on the topic of whole house design on page 38, “Component
Manufacturers Weigh in on Whole House Design.”

For many, the cutting edge of this industry comes from finding answers to the inter-
esting questions working with components presents. Just like the questions about
what designing the whole structure with one click of the mouse will be like, their
answers may some day be printed in these pages. One critical step in that process
starts with an exciting new facility currently in its final stages of construction in
Madison, WI. The SBC Research Institute will be up and running soon, so turn to
page 44 to find out more about what this state-of-the-art facility will mean to you
and the industry.

While no one can say for sure what the future of design software will bring, we
found a few companies that aren’t waiting around. No amount of hype about a
new product can speak to the vast capabilities of components in modern building
applications like the designers at Richco Structures and John Arthur Consulting.
The unique structures they built showcase the versatility of structural building
components. Enjoy the unigque projects that raise component design to an art form,
beginning on page 28.

Jerry Koskovich is known for his passion for moving this industry forward, especially
where automation is concerned. In this issue he discusses the benefits of automated
jigging starting on page 50.

The new WTCA Annual Workshop & Conference, held March 21-23 in Las Vegas,
was a certifiable hit. Don’t forget to check out page 56 to see why attendees liked
the new format and why you don’t want to miss out on next year’s event.

While nothing can stop the passage of time, take a few minutes this month to slow
down long enough to reflect on the direction in which you’re moving, or if you're
moving at all. We hope you find this issue representative of the forward-reaching
direction of the industry at large, especially as it pertains to design and engineering.
We think you’ll agree that the future is indeed bright. SBC
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High-tech CAD
systems allow you
to engineer trusses
more efficiently.

But that’s only useful

If your MSR supplier
has the tallies
you need.

Canfor is North America’s most reliable MSR producer - offering an MSR supply you can
count on. As the world’s largest MSR lumber producer, Canfor’'s experience, flexibility
and scale enables us to offer our committed customers the supply of core products they
need, when they need them. So if you need reliable MSR that’s always available, become
a Canfor Committed Customer. You will get all the reliable Canfor MSR you need.

For reader service, go to www.shcmag.info/canfor.htm.

For reliable information, call 604 264 6204 or visit www.canfor.com/msr
WORLD’S No1 MSR
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2007 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials-
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of
andto promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of struc-
turalbuilding components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by
stayingabreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component
industryin disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory commit-
tees consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in
SBC are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any
affiliated association (WTCA) .
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