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n January, my wife Suzi will be giving birth to our first child together, join-
ing our almost 22-year-old son Arik. I will be 49 years old when this baby is

born and have had to “re-birth” quite a few of my plans and expectations for the
next several years, knowing that this completely surprising new life will have a
great impact on our lives. 

WTCA is at the identical stage of its life—a renaissance for the third time. Over the
last 14 years, we have had a very wise group of Board and Committee members
who have overseen the significant change and growth of WTCA. Watching this, it
is clear that WTCA’s success is due to a singular focus of leadership who consid-
ers whether the work the association has undertaken is being done in the best
interest of our industry and whether this work provides benefits to all member
companies, big and small.

This has led to the following successful activities and products that have con-
tributed in significant ways to the association’s success:

• Significant membership growth and support
• Online training programs like Truss Technician Training and Operation Safety

Certification
• JOBSITE PACKAGES
• TPI/WTCA joint publications agreement and BCSI 1-03
• BCMC
• SBC Magazine

Each of these high profile items and a myriad of little details have provided WTCA
with a financial foundation that is better than any if us ever imagined it would be
when I was named Executive Director in 1992. We now have a golden opportuni-
ty to invest in our organization so that we provide the most valuable support we
can for the future of our industry. To that end, under President Kendall Hoyd and
the Executive Committee’s guidance, the Board of Directors has voted to invest in
two activities:

• Staff attendance at chapter meetings at least once per quarter.
• The development of a full-scale research and truss testing program.

Staff Attendance at WTCA Chapter Meetings
There is absolutely no doubt that one of the best things we have done as an asso-
ciation is to send staff to WTCA Chapter meetings. We have found the experience
and interactions valuable because it has allowed us to be much more in tune with
what is happening in local markets. Not surprisingly, we’ve found that the issues
plaguing one chapter are the same that another is experiencing. The activities that
we have found valuable to be involved with on a chapter level include:

• Local and state building code changes
• Professional Engineering and sealed truss placement diagram issues
• Off-loading and hoisting trusses 
• Fire performance of trusses and building labeling problems 
• Permanent truss bracing concerns
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Wtca Update
Birth & Re-birth: New Life at WTCA

by Kirk Grundahl, WTCA Executive Director

“All knowledge comes from 

experimentation.” 

—Richard Feynman, Nobel Prize 
winning physicist, 1961

❑ WTCA is currently experiencing a major
growth spurt, the third of its kind. 

❑ There are many reasons for the recent
growth: increased membership, online
training programs, new publications like
BCSI 1-03, BCMC and SBC Magazine. 

❑ Based on this surge in growth, the Board
of Directors has approved the following:
staff attendance at chapter meetings at
least once per quarter and the develop-
ment of a full-scale research and truss
testing program. 
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WTCA Board of Directors
Officers & Executive Committee Reps.

• President: Kendall Hoyd • Idaho Truss & Component Co. •
208/888-5200 • kendallh@idahotruss.com

• President Elect/Treasurer: Donald Groom • Stark Truss
Co., Inc. • 330/478-2100 • don.groom@starktruss.com

• Secretary:  Barry E. Dixon • True House, Inc. dba True
Truss • 904/757-7500 • barry@truehouse.com

• Past President: Daniel Holland • Clearspan Components,
Inc. • 601/483-3941 • danh@clearspaninc.com

• Robert J. Becht • Chambers Truss, Inc. • 
772/465-2012 • bob@chamberstruss.com

• Kenneth M. Cloyd • California Truss Co. • 909/657-7491 •
kenc@caltruss.com

• Dwight Hikel • Shelter Systems Limited • 410/876-3900 •
dwight@sheltersystems.com

• Frank B. Klinger • Mid-Valley Truss & Door Co. •
956/428-7090 • lftcfbk@aol.com

At-Large Representatives
• Joseph J. Appelmann • Stock Building Supply •

818/256-1200
• Louis S. Blattner • Blattner Truss, Inc. • 304/233-4238
• Allen Erickson • Cal-Asia Truss • 925/680-7701
• Tony Harris • A-1 Building Components • 561/509-6000
• Ben Hershey • TruTrus • 602/252-1772
• David Horne • Universal Forest Products, Inc. • 800/476-

9356
• Tom J. Reaves • Component Manufacturing Company •

605/339-3647
• Rip Rogers • Trussway, Ltd. • 713/898-1026
• John A. Smith • Foxworth-Galbraith Lumber Co. •

972/437-6100
• Steven A. Spradlin • Capital Structures Inc. • 479/783-8666

Directors Representing Chapters
• Keith Azlin • U.S. Components, LLC • 520/882-3709 
• Bruce J. Bain • Richco Structures • 920/336-9400
• Michael Balliet, Jr. • Bama Truss & Components • 

205/669-4188
• Clyde R. Bartlett • Bluegrass Truss Co. • 859/255-2481 
• Priscilla J. Becht • Chambers Truss, Inc. • 772/465-2012
• Rick Cashman • Florida Forest Products • 727/585-2067 
• David A. Denoncourt • Steenbeke & Sons, Inc. • 

603/796-2974 
• Jack Dermer • American Truss Systems, Inc. • 281/442-4584 
• Simon Evans • Bay Truss Inc. • 510/232-0937 
• Rusty Fennell • Stewart Truss LLC • 615/799-8787
• James C. Finkenhoefer • Truss Systems, Inc. • 

770/787-8715
• Joseph D. Hikel • Shelter Systems Limited • 410/876-3900
• John Hogan • Vivco Components • 816/449-2161
• John Huck • Home Lumber Company • 303/791-3715
• David W. Hughes • Oregon Truss • 503/581-8787
• Michael Karceski • Atlas Components, Inc. • 815/332-4904
• Chris Lambert • Southeastern Materials, Inc. • 704/983-1144
• Eric Lundquist • Allwood Building Components •

586/727-2731 
• Glenn McClendon • Sun State Components, Inc. •

702/657-1889 
• David Motter, P.E. • Tri-County Truss • 360/757-8500
• Richard P. Parrino • Plum Building Systems • 515/327-0698
• Timothy Rouch • Gang-Nail Truss Co., Inc. • 559/651-2121
• Gary Sartor • Stone Truss Company, Inc. • 760/967-6171 
• Steven L. Stroder • Carter-Lee Building Components Inc. •

317/834-5380
• James M. Swain • Carpenter Contractors of America •

239/437-1100
• Terry Tontarski • Fabco - Tontarski, Inc. • 315/782-5283
• Dave Walstad • U.S. Components, Inc. • 609/518-9759
• Stephen Yoder • Stark Truss Co., Inc. • 330/478-2100 

Associate Member Directors
• Gary Dunn, P.E. • Boise Building Solutions • 541/826-0200
• Steve Hanek • USP Structural Connectors • 507/364-5425
• Charles C. Hoover, Jr., P.E. • Alpine Engineered Products •

863/422-8685
• Joe Kusar • Tolleson Lumber Co., Inc. • 478/987-2105

Our work with our chapters has yielded positive industry outcomes like:

• A strong relationship with the National Council of Structural Engineers Asso-
ciation (NCSEA).

• A voice in the Florida Building Code development process and the Florida
Building Code Commentary.

• A voice in the building labeling law process in New York.
• A new relationship with the Firefighters Association of the State of New York.
• A voice in the IBC and IRC code development process.
• A relationship with the Association of Minnesota Building Officials.
• An evolving relationship with the Building Officials Association of Florida.
• A seat on the HR 425 Task Force on a Uniform Building Code for the State of

Illinois.
• A project with the State of Michigan on school framing issues amid concerns

over permanent bracing. 
• A relationship with the Safety Council of the Palm Beaches to discuss Opera-

tion Safety, opportunities for third party auditing and educating local members. 
• A blanket variance in Rhode Island on the IRC 2004 Supplement language on

bottom chord live loads.
• A regional pilot program for Work Force Development (WFD) with technical

campuses in Arizona.
• A relationship with the Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc. (ABC) Fram-

ing Council as they draft requirements for pre-engineered and pre-manufac-
tured roof trusses in the State of Washington.

• Progress on making electronic seals and signatures a reality in Florida and
Virginia.

WTCA Research & Testing Initiative
The Executive Committee and President Hoyd in particular have a passion for our
association to undertake more fundamental research and testing than has been
done in the past. As American inventor Charles Kettering said, “There is a great
difference between knowing and understanding: you can know a lot about some-
thing and not really understand it.” As an association, we know as much as there
is to know about trusses, but do we fully understand all their performance char-
acteristics? Based on our homework on testing for ANSI/TPI 1 standard changes,
the Executive Committee believes our industry does not have the level and depth
of understanding to ensure we are making the best possible decisions on behalf
of our industry. 

To that end, the Board of Directors has committed $250,000 to get our research
and testing program underway. They have further approved the following alloca-
tion of those funds:

• University of Wisconsin Professor Steve Cramer is working on a project to test
and report on truss buckling to complete our current knowledge in this techni-
cal area. 

• We will develop a two- or three-year research plan with the goal of tackling
issues that are having a direct impact on component manufacturers and the
cost of building trusses. One of the most urgent issues is the new ANSI/TPI 1
“chunk-out” standard change that has caused chords and webs to be doubled
in cases where they did not need to be in the past, which has in turn caused
increased truss costs.

• We have planned to set up a testing facility near our headquarters here in
Madison to test single trusses spanning up to 80' or 90'. We are also planning
the possibility of testing truss systems up to 20' in width by 80' to 90' in length.

Continued on page 22
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WTCA Update
Continued from page 21

Our goal is to have the facility in place
as soon as possible; either by the
fourth quarter of 2005 or the first quar-
ter of 2006. This means building a
structure and setting up testing equip-
ment. Next, we’ll implement the 2006
testing plan and mobilize the staff to
carry it out. At that point, we will
develop a long-term research plan. We
will seek guidance from our Engineer-
ing and Technology (E&T) Committee
in concert with the Truss Plate Insti-
tute Technical Advisory Committee
(TPI TAC), and the Executive Com-
mittee and Board of Directors to ensure
that the research and testing has max-
imum immediate value to everyone in
our industry.

I am happy to share with each of you
this is a very exciting time for WTCA.
Anyone who desires to have a voice 
in this re-birth and growth of our asso-
ciation can help to significantly shape
our industry’s future. We have always
believed that “knowledge is power”
and all the programs the WTCA Board
has created and implemented have 
this concept at their core. We are 
now embarking on developing a very
powerful engine that WTCA member-
ship can use to tackle issues and make
changes to our codes, standards and
governmental regulations like never
before. At the same time, our work in
this area should provide significant
improvements in the economics of the
structural building components indus-
try. I believe this renaissance will have
immense value for our entire member-
ship.

I’ll close with a modified Charles
Kettering quote that applies well to
WTCA at the current time: “My defini-
tion of an educated association is the
group who knows the right thing to do
at the time it has to be done.” SBC

EDITOR’S NOTE: Should you have any
questions or like more detailed information on
this topic please contact Kendall Hoyd at
khoyd@sbcmag.info or Kirk Grundahl at
kgrundahl@qualtim.com.

Arizona Structural Laminators, LLC
PO Box 2008
Eagar, AZ  85925
928/333-5501
Mr. Steve Nicoll
Sponsor: Mr. Keith Azlin 

Baldy Truss Company
1050 Baldy Park Road
Sandpoint, ID  83864
208/263-2356
Mr. Jeff Caven
Sponsor: Mr. Mark Majeres 

Casey Component Manufacturing Inc.
67 King St East
Oshawa, ON  L1H 1B5
905/579-4454
Mr. Dean Casey

Erickson Building Components
250 N Beck Ave
Chandler, AZ  85226
480/627-1140
Mr. Dwight Schmidt

Kop-Coat, Inc.
1850 Koppers Bldg
436 Seventh Ave
Pittsburgh, PA  15219
412/227-242
Mr. Ben Floyd
Sponsor: Mr. Gary Newell

OMG
153 Bowles Rd
Agawam, MA  01001-3824
800/633-3800
Mr. Brice Hereford

Precision Building Components, Inc.
91-227 Hanua St
Kapolei, HI  96707
808/690-1222
Mr. Samuel A. Kea

R-Squared Construction Inc
35 N Commercial Ave
Freeport, IL  61032
815/232-7433
Mr. Dean Rood

Rock Wood Building Components
2010 Energy Dr
East Troy, WI  53120
262/642-1657
Mr. Michael Drew

Tonya Smith
2158 Co Rd 25 E
Springerton, IL  62887
618/534-2314
Ms. Tonya Smith

Trusswood Inc.
PO Box 5366
Titusville, FL  32783-5366
321/383-0366
Mr. Jeff Langelier

New WTCA Members

For more information about WTCA membership, contact Anna (608/310-6719 or
astamm@qualtim.com) or visit www.woodtruss.com. Listing as of August 11, 2005.
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Sirak-Moore Insurance Agency, Inc.

Building Components Division

4700 Dressler Rd NW • Canton, OH  44718

PH: (330) 493-3211 • (800) 597-8102

Specialized Knowledge • Years of Experience

When choosing an insurance company to
protect your hard earn assests:

1.   Make sure they understand your business.

2.   Make sure they bring years of experience and
      knowledge so they can provide you with the
      exact coverage you require.

3.   Make sure they are dependable, dedicated
      and qualified.

MAKE SURE THEY ARE:
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2005 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of and
to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of structural
building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by staying
abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component industry
in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory committees 
consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in SBC
are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any of the
affiliated associations (SBCC, WTCA, SCDA & STCA) .
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