Be a spokesperson for change
by attending the 2005 Legislative

Conference!

by Sean D. Shields

you may be asking yourself, do I want to go to the 2005 SBC Legislative
Conference in Washington, DC this year? Or, more likely you're asking,
what is this Legislative Conference I've been hearing so much about? Hopefully, in
either case your next question is, how can I sign up?

Well, I'm so glad you asked! It's fast and it's simple: visit www.sbcleg.com
today, and in only five minutes you can register for the conference and be well on
your way to being an effective grassroots advocate for your business and the struc-
tural building components industry.

The concept is simple. Studies have conclusively shown the most effective
approach to influencing lawmakers is a personal visit from a constituent in their
home district. No hired guns. No slick talkers with briefcases full of money. Just
you and your extensive knowledge of your business operations and the problems
that their laws can help fix or alleviate.

You are the single most effective spokesperson for change in the legislative and
regulatory environment facing this industry, and that's why your attendance at the
2005 SBC Legislative Conference is critical. It is the perfect opportunity for you to
join forces with others in the industry and present a united message and voice to
lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

By itself, one blade of grass can’t do anything impressive, but a whole lawn does wonders...

Q0 We can help to make your Washington,
DC legislative visit an experience that will
have an impact.

O If you do not think your voice is important,
just think what would happen to the laws
in this country if everyone felt that way.
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If you are like most people reading this, you are currently thinking, “yeah, but it
doesn't really matter if I go.” I'll make the argument that it does matter. That's
why it's called grassroots. By itself, one blade of grass can't do anything impres-
sive, but a whole lawn does wonders for combating erosion, rejuvenating soil and
giving you a great place to play a game of backyard football or work on your chip-
ping. It is through the combined strength of many individuals working together
that creates an unavoidable force within the halls of Congress.

Participation in the annual Legislative Conference in Washington, DC has steadily
increased each year since its inception in 2001. Be a part of building the momen-
tum toward effective grassroots advocacy within this industry. If it's your first time,
I promise you'll gain an experience you will never forget or regret. If you're consid-
ering coming back, but thought your last visit wasn't as effective as it could have
been, let us know and we'll put you to work visiting federal agencies, whose
implementation of regulations directly affects our industry.

In general, members of Congress propose legislation like clamping down on immi-
gration laws or prematurely liquidating Canadian softwood lumber duties because
someone has come to them and persuaded them it's a good idea. The only way to
convince them, and more importantly, their colleagues, otherwise is to show up in
their office with facts in hand and a compelling argument to share.

We'll make a deal with you. If you agree to show up at their door, we’ll provide the
facts, and we guarantee the compelling arguments will easily flow from your
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mouth. Why is it that easy? Because you know your business, you know your
employees, and the facts merely illustrate simple truths. Arguments against bad
legislation are not difficult to make. However, lawmakers will vote for bad bills if
no one ever comes to them and makes it!

Convinced? If yes, don't hesitate, go to www.sbcleg.com now and register for
the 2005 SBC Legislative Conference. If no, but you're on the fence, give us a call
or send us an email, and we'll be happy to talk to you about the many addition-
al reasons we can't fit into this article on why you may want to go. Remember;
don't picture yourself as a single blade of grass, picture yourself as an integral

part of the entire fairway on the 18th hole at Augusta Country Club. Now that's
power. SBC

For more information about the 2005 SBC Legislative Conference, visit www.sbcleg.com or
contact Sean Shields at 608/310-6728 or sshields@qualtim.com.

New WTCA NMembers

BK Design Services
1123 Shenendoah Dr.
Ellijay, GA 30540
706/635-4016

Mr. Donald B. McNatt

Frame & Truss Manufacturers
Association of New Zealand

PO Box 27219, Mt. Roskill
Auckland City, AUK New Zealand
+64 27 452 1798

Mr. Robert K. Skipsey

Hesperia Truss, Inc.
9780 E Avenue
Hesperia, CA 92345
760/244-8787
Mr. Jeff Mason

Lukoff Engineering Associates
1999 East Route 70, Ste # L-4
Cheery Hill, NJ 08003
856/424-5206

Mr. Richard Lukoff, PE

For more information about membership in WTCA, contact Anna (608/310-6719 or
astamm@aqualtim.com) or visit www.woodtruss.com. Listing as of March 14, 2005.

Pantheon Structures, Inc.
2474 Industrial Rowe
Turlock, CA 95380
209/669-5774

Mr. Robert Gilchrist

Risk Services-Nevada, Inc.
1210 S ValleyView Blvd #114
Las Vegas, NV 89139
702/678-6868

Mr. Joshua Schultz

Truss Manufacturing Inc
97 Stanwell Rd

Newington, CT 06111-4531
860/665-0000

Mr. Larry Vernon

Verndale Truss, Inc.
402 Northeast Clark Dr
Verndale, MN 56481
218/445-5130

Mr. Brent Holm

sac Prqgram Adve:rtlser.

Internatlonal Paper Co. - Wood Div.
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WTCA Board of Directors

Officers & Executive Committee Reps.

* President: Kendall Hoyd ° Idaho Truss & Component Co. *
208/888-5200 * kendallh@idahotruss.com

* President Elect/Treasurer: Donald Groom ° Stark Truss
Co., Inc. * 330/478-2100 * don.groom@starktruss.com

 Secretary: Barry E. Dixon  True House, Inc. dba True
Truss * 904/757-7500 * barry@truehouse.com

* Past President: Daniel Holland ¢ Clearspan Components,
Inc. * 601/483-3941 * danh@clearspaninc.com

* Robert J. Becht « Chambers Truss, Inc. ©
772/465-2012 * bob@chamberstruss.com

* Kenneth M. Cloyd ¢ California Truss Co. * 909/657-7491
kenc@caltruss.com

» Dwight Hikel ¢ Shelter Systems Limited ¢ 410/876-3900
dwight@sheltersystems.com

* Frank B. Klinger * Mid-Valley Truss & Door Co.
956/428-7090 * Iftcfok@aol.com

At-Large Representatives

« Joseph J. Appelmann ¢ Stock Building Supply
818/256-1200

* Louis S. Blattner * Blattner Truss, Inc. * 304/233-4238

* Allen Erickson ¢ Cal-Asia Truss ¢ 925/680-7701

* Tony Harris ¢ Stock Building Supply, Inc., * 407/291-2641

* Ben Hershey ¢ TruTrus * 602/252-1772

 David Horne * Universal Forest Products, Inc. * 800/476-
9356

* Tom J. Reaves * Component Manufacturing Company ¢
605/339-3647

« Rip Rogers * Trussway, Ltd. * 713/898-1026

* John A. Smith ¢ Foxworth-Galbraith Lumber Co. ¢
972/437-6100

« Steven A. Spradlin ¢ Capital Structures Inc. * 479/783-8666

Directors Representing Chapters

« Keith Azlin + U.S. Components, LLC * 520/882-3709

* Bruce J. Bain * Richco Structures * 920/336-9400

* Michael Balliet, Jr. * Bama Truss & Components ¢
205/669-4188

* Clyde R. Bartlett * Bluegrass Truss Co. * 859/255-2481

* Priscilla J. Becht « Chambers Truss, Inc. * 772/465-2012

* Rick Cashman ¢ Florida Forest Products ¢ 727/585-2067

 David A. Denoncourt * Steenbeke & Sons, Inc. *
603/796-2974

* Jack Dermer * American Truss Systems, Inc. * 281/442-4584

* Simon Evans * Bay Truss Inc. * 510/232-0937

* Rusty Fennell « Stewart Truss LLC ¢ 615/799-8787

» James C. Finkenhoefer * Truss Systems, Inc.
770/787-8715

« Joseph D. Hikel * Shelter Systems Limited ¢ 410/876-3900

* John Hogan ° Vivco Components ¢ 816/449-2161

* John Huck * Home Lumber Company  303/791-3715

* David W. Hughes ¢ Oregon Truss * 503/581-8787

* Michael Karceski * Atlas Components, Inc. * 815/332-4904

* Chris Lambert * Southeastern Materials, Inc. * 704/983-1144

« Eric Lundquist « Allwood Building Components
586/727-2731

¢ Glenn McClendon ¢ Sun State Components, Inc. ©
702/657-1889

« David Motter, PE. * Tri-County Truss ¢ 360/757-8500

* Richard P. Parrino * Plum Building Systems ¢ 515/327-0698

« Timothy Rouch ¢ Gang-Nail Truss Co., Inc. * 559/651-2121

¢ Gary Sartor ¢ Stone Truss Company, Inc. ¢ 760/967-6171

« Steven L. Stroder ¢ Carter-Lee Building Components Inc. ©
317/834-5380

* James M. Swain ¢ Carpenter Contractors of America ©
239/437-1100

« Terry Tontarski * Fabco - Tontarski, Inc. * 315/782-5283

« Dave Walstad * U.S. Components, Inc. * 609/518-9759

« Stephen Yoder * Stark Truss Co., Inc. * 330/478-2100

Associate Member Directors
* Gary Dunn, P.E. * Boise Building Solutions ¢ 541/826-0200
« Steve Hanek  USP Structural Connectors ¢ 507/364-5425
¢ Charles C. Hoover, Jr., PE. * Alpine Engineered Products
863/422-8685
* Joe Kusar ¢ Tolleson Lumber Co., Inc. * 478/987-2105
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Dear Reader:

Copyright © 2005 by Truss Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. For permission to reprint materials
from SBC Magazine, call 608/310-6706 or email editor@sbcmag.info.

The mission of Structural Building Components Magazine (SBC) is to increase the knowledge of and
to promote the common interests of those engaged in manufacturing and distributing of structural
building components to ensure growth and continuity, and to be the information conduit by staying
abreast of leading-edge issues. SBC will take a leadership role on behalf of the component industry
in disseminating technical and marketplace information, and will maintain advisory committees
consisting of the most knowledgeable professionals in the industry. The opinions expressed in SBC
are those of the authors and those quoted solely, and are not necessarily the opinions of any of the
affiliated associations (SBCC, WTCA, SCDA & STCA) .
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